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WHERE IT ALL BEGINS
Advent is the start of a New 
Year in the church’s calendar. 
You would not know. It 
all begins very slowly. No 
fireworks, no bang. It is more 
like a cold start. It takes us 
four weeks to light just four 
candles. Advent is not for 
the impatient. It is all about 
slowing down, lest we miss 

something of great importance. As a 17th century 
poet wrote:
Stop! where dost thou run?  
Heav’n lies within thy heart.  
If thou seek’st God elsewhere,  
Misled, in truth, thou art. 
‘Stop, where do you think you’re running to?’, sounds 
like a question spoken for our times. It is a question 
we may ask ourselves as we sit down to write our 
Christmas letters. Where to begin? What were the 
hopes we had wished for? If, indeed, we had any 
hopes at all. It takes time to unlock our deepest 
longings. An old Brothers Grimm story comes to mind:
Once in the wintertime when the snow was very 
deep, a poor boy had to go out and fetch wood on 
a sled. After he had gathered and loaded it, he did 
not want to go straight home because he was frozen. 
Instead, he thought to make a fire and warm himself 
a little first. So, he began to scrape the snow away 
from the ground and, while doing so, he came across 
a small golden key. Now, he believed that where 
there was a key there must also be a lock, so he dug 
the ground and found a little iron chest. “If only the 
key fits!” he thought. “Certainly there will be valuable 
things in the chest.” He looked, but there was no 
keyhole. Finally, he found one, but it was so small 
that it could scarcely be seen. He tried the key, and 
fortunately it fitted. Then he turned it once…and now 
we must wait until he has finished unlocking it and 
has opened the lid. Then we shall find out what kind 
of wonderful things there were in the little chest.
The longing to find our treasure, heaven within us, 
lies deep within every human being. “Our hearts 
are restless, until they can find rest in you,” wrote 
Augustine of Hippo (354–430) famously. As we grow 
up, we seem to find it a little harder at Christmas 
to believe that we can find this treasure here on 
earth and not only in a fairy tale. Christmas always 
seems best in our childhood memories, when 
nothing was impossible thanks to our childlike trust.  

Christmas Gifts for Children  
Affected by Imprisonment 

Gifts for children of any age (wrapped 
in Christmas paper and marked with a 
detachable label indicating the gender and 
age of the child for whom the gift is intended) 
will be gratefully received in the Church on 
Sunday 4th December. Thank you for your 
support!                          The Pastoral Group

That we should place our trust in a poor child born 
near Bethlehem seems somewhat incredible. But this 
is where it all begins. Not with fireworks or a bang, but 
with a fragile life and its pressing needs. A birth that 
demands nothing less of us than being human, to act 
out of the love we have been given. Maybe we are a 
little rusty. Never mind. A cold start will do.
May you find hope, joy and peace this Advent and 
Christmastide, 
Ute 

There are many ways in which we can get 
started this Christmas:
The Christmas Collection will be for Edinburgh Direct 
Aid in support of their work with Syrian refugees 
in Northern Lebanon. Apart from sending winter 
clothes, EDA is running educational and vocational 
projects, and weaving, sewing, and knitting 
workshops. Donations of electric sewing machines 
are welcome, plus new underclothes, stationery 
and toiletries. There will be a brief PowerPoint 
presentation on Sunday morning, 4 December. The 
Warehouse at 16a West Harbour Road, Granton, EH5 
1PN, is open for donations (or to help with packing) 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays in December, 11am 
to 3pm. Please see the website for more details and 
the latest news: www.edinburghdirectaid.org.
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Church Register

Admitted by Profession of Faith
30th October Avril Anderson

Deaths
3rd November Isabel Wright

Corrigendum - October edition of News at Wardie
We are delighted that Dr James and Mrs Margaret 
Smith are continuing their membership at Wardie.

An enormous thank you to all the members, 
organisations and friends who filled a shoe box this 
year. Thank you also to those who gave donations 
towards transport costs and those who once 
more did beautiful knitiing to include in the boxes. 
Altogether we filled 84 boxes which we delivered to 
Craigmillar Park Church where they will be checked 
once more and a Bible story added to the children’s 
boxes and a calendar with Biblical texts added to 
the adults’ boxes.They will then be packed into 
cardboard containers ready to begin their often 
arduous journeys across Europe. Please remember 
the drivers in your prayers and also those who will 
receive the boxes at Christmas.
For so many of the recipients the contents of the 
boxes are luxuries which they could not have 
imagined ever having fo themselves. Thank you for 
your generosity and kindness.

Network will be selling their Alternative Christmas Gifts at 
coffee time every Sunday until Christmas. This year we are 
supporting:

£8   Kipawa
Provides feeding programmes, 
health & counselling services 
for school children in Kenya. Will 
feed 4 children for a month. (In 
remembrance of Dave Shepherd 
who supported this charity.)

£10 Christian Aid
Supporting Ethiopian women to set up 
savings groups. £10 buys a sheep for 
each woman. They can sell the wool and 
put the money into the savings fund to be 
drawn when bills need to be paid.

£15 Tilda Mission Hospital
Your gift will provide one day’s pay for 
FIVE nurses at Tilda.

£20 Embrace the Middle East
Your gift supports the library in 
the heart of Dbayeh Refugee 
Camp in Lebanon, bringing 
books, education, inspiration 
and imagination to the whole 
community.

£25 Edinburgh Young Carers
Contributes towards a 
residential break for a young 
carer. 

Please support these very important causes.
All gifts will help raise funds for people in need.

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2016

Alternative Christmas Gifts 2016
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On 7th December we will have some Christmas Fun with 
Margaret Donaldson. I don’t know what the fun will be so 
please come along and find out and I am sure you will enjoy 
yourselves!

Our Christmas lunch is at 12.30 on 14th December in the 
New Hall when we hope to see all our members dressed in 
their festive finery enjoying their meal.

We will have a Christmas quiz to end the afternoon so keep 
your brain sharp and your pencil ready!!

Our first meeting in the New Year is 11th January when 
we will hear from Sr Isabel Smyth on Becoming a Nun. We 
have invited Inverleith St Serfs Guild to this meeting and I 
am sure it will very very interesting.

I would like on behalf of the committee to wish all our 
members a Happy Christmas and a healthy and peaceful 
New Year.

Wendy Sodergren
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WARDIE GUILD

WARDIE PLAYERS 
PANTOMIME 2017 

“ALI BABA AND THE 40 THIEVES”
Performances in Wardie Church Hall

Thursday January 5th at 7.30pm                        

Friday January 6th at 7.30pm

Saturday January 7th 
at 2.30pm and 7.30pm

Adult £7…. Child £3….
Family (2 Adults, 2 Children) £18

Saturday Evening Special!  
Adult £7...2 Adults £10…Child £3…. 

Family (2 Adults, 2 Children) £15

Tickets available after Church 
each Sunday from December 4th 

or phone Hilda Stewart.     
 Also Church Office 551 3847.

Wardie’s Favourite Christmas Carols

Two Diary Dates
to Make a Difference

As part of the Season of Talents you're invited
to join two evenings of life-changing

workshops.

Thursday 19th January - 
"Achieve your aims"

Set the goals that really matter to you.

Thursday 9th February -
"Live a Motivated Life" 

Get inspired and stick to your plans.

To register your interest or for more information 
please contact the church office

churchoffice@wardie.org.uk 0131 551 3847

Every year I wonder whether I have chosen the 
right Christmas songs and hymns for the Christmas 
services. The ones you like most. This year I would 
like you to tell me your favourite three Christmas 
carols. The top three we will sing on Christmas Day 
at the 10.30am service when everyone is invited to 
bring along their favourite Christmas present. But I 
am also open for suggestions of Christmas songs 
and hymns that are seldom sung, ancient and new. 

It’s easy. You only need to fill in one of the wish lists 
which you will find in the pews and then post it in 
one of the specially designated boxes, either as you 
leave the church or in the Main Hall. 

Ute, minister

P.S. Please only hand in one list per Sunday. You 
are welcome to vote again the following Sunday. 
The polls will close on the 4th of Advent on 18th 
December. 
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Touched by an Angel
Dementia-Friendly Advent Service
Sunday 4th December at 3pm

Come and join us for a short Advent Service  
at Wardie Parish Church, followed by

refreshments in the Hall. 

All are welcome!
For further information please contact the church office.

Worship in Wardie, December 2016  

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE for contributions for the January edition:  Sunday 4th December.
Please send contributions to Cathy Ballantine at news@wardie.org.uk. 

Printed by Barr Printers Limited, East Old Dock Building, 6 Dock Place, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6LU

4th 9.30am  Reflective Advent Communion 
Service

11.00 am Morning Service on the 2nd of 
Advent

3.00pm  Dementia-friendly Advent service 
followed by seasonal refreshments

7th  8.00pm Midweek Communion
11th  9.30am Advent Prayer Breakfast 

11.00am Morning Service on the 3rd of   
Advent

14th  8.00pm Midweek Communion 
18th  9.30am Advent Prayer Breakfast 

11.00am Nativity Service with the Junior   
Choir and Kidz@Wardie

7.00pm  Carol Party 
21st   8.00pm  Midweek Communion
24th    6.00pm Christingle Service 

11.15pm Watchnight Service
25th  10.30am Christmas Day Service (please   

bring along a Christmas gift you  
received)

26th–30th 
5.00pm  Holy Nights – a series of short   

services beside the Christmas tree 
followed by hot drinks  
and Christmas sweets Join us for a series of short services beside the 

Christmas tree every evening at 5pm at Wardie Parish 
Church, New Hall, 
starting on Boxing Day, 
26th of December 
until the 30th of 
December. Enjoy 
singing Christmas 
songs, listening 
to a story and 
finding time to 
“hush the noise 
and still the 
strife to hear 
the angels 
sing”. There 
will be hot 
drinks and 
seasona l 
sweets on 
offer before we finish around 6pm. 

All are welcome! 

Family Carol Party
18th December at 7pm
in Wardie Parish Church.

Festive entertainment, carol singing
and refreshments. 

All are most welcome!

Holy Nights

Please come along to celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
light of the world, the Christ Light. 
This service is suitable for all ages.

Christingle Service 
at Wardie Parish Church 

(please enter by the Netherby Road door)
on Christmas Eve at 6pm
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