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THE POWER OF THE WORD
Every year, new words are 
added to our vocabulary. 
Some of them are so widely 
and frequently used that they 
make it into our dictionaries. 
From among the words and 
phrases which become 
most influential, the Oxford 
Dictionary chooses its word 
of the year. Last year, the 

word “post-truth” made it to the top. In a post-
truth world, facts are less important than the 
emotional content of news. Words can be very 
influential and this is the reason why we need 
to choose our words carefully to convey the truth 
in which we believe. The authors and group of 
authors behind the different scriptural texts 
which have  been handed to us in the book of the 
Bible to inform our faith, chose their words after 
much careful consideration. Some of these texts 
took years to write. Their translation into modern 
language which we can understand is equally 
challenging and important. 
At present the lectern Bible and the pew Bibles 
follow different translations. Since the pew Bible 
version is out of date as far as modern translations 
are concerned, the worship group suggested that 
new pew Bibles are purchased in the translation 
of the lectern Bible, which is called the New 
Revised Standard Version. This is the most up-to-
date translation of the Bible (published in 1989) 
which is based on the original texts, attempts to 
use inclusive language (making it clear where the 
original texts intend to include all humans, male 
and female, and where they intend to refer only 
to the male or female gender) and is the result 
of an ecumenical cooperation including scholars 
of Protestant and Roman Catholic as well as a 
Jewish background. As the publishers point out, 
it is a translation for the 21st century, “as literal 
as possible” in adhering to the ancient texts and 
only “as free as necessary” to make the meaning 
clear in graceful, understandable English.
In this age of post-truth politics and fake news, I 
hope that you will enjoy turning the pages of our 
new pew Bibles to explore to the truth in which 
we believe,
Ute

Christmas Retiring Collections
Edinburgh Direct Aid

On Sunday 4th December Ian McHaffie 
addressed the congregation to tell us about 
the work of Edinburgh Direct Aid, our chosen 
recipient for the retiring collections at our 
Christmas services. Ian gave a very informative 
presentation about the valuable work being 
done by Edinburgh Direct Aid to help those 
suffering as a result of the conflict in Syria.

Our Christmas services and those of Wardie 
Primary School and Edinburgh Academy, which 
were held in the church, raised a fantastic total 
of £2,705.57.

Ian wishes to record his thanks on behalf 
of Edinburgh Direct Aid for our exceedingly 
valuable financial contribution and also for the 
help given by members of Wardie in terms of 
donating goods and packing at the warehouse. 

Graham Hutchison 

The nativity play on the last Sunday before Christmas 
was a great success ... and for a review of the telling 
of a very different story in our annual panto, see p.3!

Kidz@Wardie tell the Christmas Story

News at Wardie_Feb 2017.indd   1 23/01/2017   11:17



News at Wardie, February 2017
The Newsletter of Wardie Parish Church

Minister Ute Jaeger-Fleming 07518 805 732 minister@wardie.org.uk
Session Clerks Judith Morrison and Graeme Trotter sessionadmin@wardie.org.uk
Secretary Elaine Greig 551 3847  churchoffice@wardie.org.uk
Editor Cathy Ballantine news@wardie.org.uk

News at Wardie can be received by post, at a cost of £6.00 a year. Apply to the Church Office

2

Church Register
Baptism
15th January 2017 Leo, son of Martin and Linsey 

Lydon
Deaths
10th December Jean Grieve
16th December Tina Stevenson
16th December Jean Galbraith
31st December Agnes Hay
4th January   Marie McClure

Traidcraft 2016
Over the summer Traidcraft moved to a new courier, 
which caused significant teething problems; happily 
these are now resolved. We have otherwise had another 
good year, again making over £4,000. The final sales 
figure is £4,401, which includes Christmas orders 
(£1711), REAL eggs (£336) and mini-hampers (£223). 
Crucial to reaching this figure is the faithful support of our 
many regular customers, but I would love sometimes to 
be able to attract some of those who never come to the 
stall! Why don’t you give us a try in January? I am very 
grateful too to all my helpers – Ann, Heather, Marina, 
Lana, Helen, Frances, Mairi, Sheila, Ev and Christine, 
who provide the human face to the stall and seem to 
enjoy exercising their mental arithmetic. Donations have 
been made to Traidcraft Exchange (£400) and Wardie 
Parish Church (£350).

I have recently sent off several bagfuls of watches and 
jewellery to Tamworth and have the contents of at least 
two more to send. Remember that Recycling for Good 
Causes will accept items that are incomplete as well 
as ones that are broken or unwanted, so keep them 
coming! This is a very painless way of raising funds for 
Traidcraft Exchange.

The dates for the next few stalls are 29th January, 26th 
February and 19th March. The date of Souper Sunday on 
26th March means these last two stalls are unavoidably 
rather close together. Rosemary Philip 

IDEAL energy project
We have been invited to participate in a University of 
Edinburgh research project  supported by Changeworks 
which investigates how smart technology can help 
people find ways to use less gas and electricity in the 
home. It uses sensors to record energy use and details 
like temperature and humidity, and gives feedback to 
help reduce energy use, while maintaining comfort 
and convenience. There is no cost to participate. It is 
necessary to have a  reasonably modern gas meter and 
pictures on the website will help to clarify. 

Visit: www.changeworks.org.uk/projects/ideal
or call 0131 539 8610.

OPEN DOOR at WARDIE
PARISH CHURCH

Monday 27th February 7.30pm
We are delighted that Maureen and Tom Kelly have 
agreed to run another quiz night. This is always a very 
popular event and is open to all. Tickets are £5 and may 
be obtained from Christine Shepherd (cmshepherd@ 
blueyonder.co.uk) or at the door on the evening of 
the quiz. 

Cadbury Fudge
No, not a new kind of confectionery! As you know, 
Cadbury, like some other big firms, saw the success 
of Fair Trade and switched Dairy Milk to Fairtrade in 
2009, which entitled them to put the Fairtrade logo on 
the packaging.  But now Kraft Foods who own Cadbury 
have decided to drop all their Fair Trade ingredients in 
favour of their own sustainable company – but they still 
hope to use the Fairtrade logo.  How can that be right 
when they will not be held to the same standards?  It 
risks undermining our trust in the label.  Truly a fudge.

P.S.  The Little Treasures catalogue remains valid until 
June 2017, so you will find two copies still attached to 
the Traidcraft noticeboard.  You are welcome to order 
from them at any time. Just have a word in my ear.

Rosemary Philip
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Wardie Players Pantomime 2017
Ali Baba and the 4 Thieves

“Downsizing” is now a familiar concept and the reduction in 
thieves from 40 to 4 reflects Brexit uncertainty in the ranks 
of criminals. However, this year’s entertaining pantomime, 
crafted by our resident playwright/actress Margaret (Mrs 
Baba’s  mother) Robinson and produced by cast member 
Annette (Saccharina) Laidlaw, still managed to provide acting 
parts for not only amiable Ali Baba, attractive daughters,  
cowboys, pirates, a mafiosa, a police-woman, Vikings, 
urchins, Kung Fu dancers, Robin Hood with Maid Marion,a  
snake-charmer and good, bad and (not very) ugly cowboys 
plus of course an intelligent camel and what might have been 
a terrifying incywincy spider had it not had a really engaging 
smile. Traditionalists may wonder how this motley crew 
fitted in to a traditional Ali Baba story but they did (almost) 
seamlessly. Even the villainous characters were a likeable lot, 
Angus McDougall made a welcome return and his assistants 
Keen and Eager with their apprentice Useful dispensed only 
innocence and useless information.

The annual appearance of Dot the Wise Woman of the Woods 
in one of her  various bling disguises was, as usual, awaited 
with a mixture of eager anticipation and trepidation and of 
course Sheila did not let us down. Normality was restored by 
a dignified Caliph and confident Cassim.

The presence of our regular stalwarts creates a framework 
from which the younger members, who played multiple roles, 
can learn a lot. This resulted in a clarity of diction and delivery 
which made it easy to follow the plot. Between the very 
youngest and more mature Wardie Players there is now a 
group of teenagers who are ready to keep the tradition going.

Margaret Donaldson’s music did not merely link scenes, it 
always set the mood perfectly (“Hernando’s Hideaway”) and 
accompanied the excellent duets from Mrs Baba (on loan 
from the Senior Choir) with Dot and with Ina.      

Behind the scenes the wardrobe provided splendid colourful 
costumes for all, and not only for the principals, with 
special praise for all the authentic-looking Eastern trousers 
(including the pair split during the dress-rehearsal). The set-
construction and stage-work were of the high standard we 
have come to expect and the lighting and sound were created 
by real professionals.

Wardie is justifiably proud of the breadth and depth of talent 
available and this production was an ideal show-case for that 
talent. This was a feel-good panto with an excellent rapport 
between cast and audience. We did come away resolved to  
“Accentuate the Positive, Eliminate the Negative”.

For many years the same anonymous and unbiased scribe 
has contributed the News at Wardie pantomime review and 
now seems a suitable time to lay down the quill or computer 
mouse.  Even critics are not immune to criticism – my past 
rhyming couplets have been described as doggerel !

Please just understand – no panto was ever panned.    
I lent a hand – a clapping hand.

It has all been a pleasure when “I look behind me”.    A.G.
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1st No Midweek Communion Service  
(Congregational Board Meeting) 

5th 9.15am  Reflective Communion
10.30am Family Service: “Off to Adventure”

8th 8.00pm  Midweek Communion   
12th  9.30am Prayer Breakfast 

10.30am Morning Service  
(Kidz@Wardie on holiday)

15th  8.00pm Midweek Communion
19th   9.30am Prayer Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service 
(Kidz@Wardie on holiday)

22nd  8.00pm Midweek Communion
26th  9.30am Prayer Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service 

Note that from February the Sunday Morning Services are 
beginning at the new time of 10.30am.

Live a Motivated Life – 
Season of Talent Workshops

Are you fulfilling your true potential? Is it time to get on with 
things you’ve always wanted to do but never quite done?  Are 
you feeling that your New Year resolutions are slipping off 
track? Come to Steven Turnbull’s workshop and find out how 
you can achieve your aims. It’s free (donations welcome!) but 
let the Church Office know that you plan to attend.

“Live a Motivated Life”
Be inspired and stick to your plans 

Steven Turnbull  
Thursday 9th February 2017, 7.30pm–9pm 

New Hall, Wardie Parish Church

Steven Turnbull is a much sought-after motivational 
coach, psychotherapist, sports psychologist and business 
mentor. working alongside sports & business professionals, 
organisations, businesses and private individuals, Steven’s 
passion is helping people to succeed and fulfil their full 
potential. He’s an accredited member of internationally 
recognised professional bodies,  Chief Executive Officer of the 
Business Men’s Fellowship, a charitable organisation active in 
around 100 countries, with over 20,000 members and author 
of the critically acclaimed books Live A Motivated Life and 
Have Confidence, Have Success. 

Thanks once again to all those folk who donate their time, 
money and thought to making it possible for me to arrange 
to have flowers in Church throughout the year. This does, 
of course, stretch to Christmas wreaths, trees, poinsettias 
and assorted trimmings!

I have tried once again to sort the first three months of the 
year so that those who have a special time then are aware 
of the flowers. Sometimes not always possible – sorry!

Please contact me if I can help in any way, or if you would 
wish to help in any way.  Sheila Mann 

January 1st The Hogg family  
January 8th June Garlick
January 15th Sheila Elder  
January 22nd Janet Rust
January 29th Christine Shepherd 
February 5th Jan Livingston
February 12th Ann Griffiths  
February 19th John Brown
February 26th Ann Watson  
March 5th Jean Carnie
March 12th John Hackland  
March 19th Alan & Rene Hogg
March 26th Pauline Aird 

Flowers in Church

Our first meeting in February is on the 8th when our 
minister Ute will be giving us the second part of her life 
in Thailand which has the exciting title of Thailand for 
the Adventurous! Do come along and see what kind of 
adventures she and her husband had there!

On 22nd February we have a return visit from Sandie Boyle 
who gave an interesting illustrated talk on the Mills on 
the Water of Leith and now we can look forward to part 
two of her talk. I remember some men in the congregation 
coming to part one so please feel free to come along to the 
second part of Sandie's visit.

I would just like to mention the Spring Sale & Coffee 
Morning which will be held on 8th March from 10am til 
12 noon and is in aid of our Guild project, Feed the Minds 
Campaign to eradicate Female Genital Mutilation. Tickets 
will cost £2.50. There will be a baking and produce stall, 
a paperbacks, CDs and DVDs stall and a Bric a Brac 
stall. If members of the congregation have donations of 
any of the above please could they contact one of the 
Guild committee. We have many very good bakers as well 
as splendid jam, marmalade and chutney makers in our 
midst and I am sure some of you have unwanted items 
that you could spare for this project. Thank you in advance!

Wendy Sodergren

WARDIE GUILD
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