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Nothing is so beautiful as 
spring, Gerard Manley Hopkins 
writes and many of us would 
agree. The poet leaves us 
with some beautiful images 
of weeds, in wheels that shoot 
long and lovely and lush. And 
look, he says, thrush’s eggs 
look little low heavens. And 
he’s right. The bright turquoise 

blue of the little bird’s eggs could be mistaken for a 
little piece of the bright blue sky. For Hopkins, it’s a 
piece of heaven that has found its way down to where 
we are. It speaks of hope and life and freshness. 
The season of Lent which we have entered on 1st 
March is also called the springtime of the church. We 
usually don’t think of it that way. It evokes images 
of the temptations Jesus faced in the desert, not a 
green shoot in sight. It is all about sin and repentance 
and the belief that “God answers knee-mail”. Dreich, 
dark and depressing describes it well. 
But Lent as Hopkins suggests has an uplifting side 
to it. God is not dreich, dark or depressing. This is 
what Martin Luther found out and started to proclaim 
500 years ago when he triggered the Reformation 
on the 31st October 1517. We have come a long 
way since then. The Reformation had a lasting effect 
on Europe, our education system, our music, our 
politics, our cultural life. On the Sundays of Lent, from 
5th March to 9th April, guest preachers will explore 
with us some of the achievements of the “Project 
Reformation”, how it changed our perspectives and 
its relevance for us today in areas such as health and 
well-being or interaction with other faiths. 
If you are looking to refresh yourself in a different 
way, you may want to join in the Lenten Retreat in 
Daily Life between 5th and 19th March (you can find 
more information on p.4).
Wherever this season of Lent finds and takes you, 
may the words from the book of Isaiah come true 
for you:

 I am about to do a new thing;
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness
    and rivers in the desert.

Isaiah 43:19
May you discover the love of God that is in the air 
during this Lenten springtime, 
Ute

Wardie Church is running its annual holiday club 
called “Guardians of Ancora – Treasure Seekers” 
during the Easter holidays.  It will run daily from:

Monday 3rd April to Friday 7th April 2017
between 10am and 12 noon 

in Wardie Church Hall
for primary-age children.

Price per child:  £10.00 for the week

Join us in an action-packed holiday club, set in the 
imaginary city of Ancora. We will be “Guardians” 
on a quest to find the lost story treasures. The 
programme includes games, crafts, drama, music 
and Bible stories.

Registration begins on 26th February. Forms will 
be available from the church. Return forms to the 
church office as soon as possible as places are 
limited. Please mark your envelope “Holiday Club”.

Enquiries and provisional bookings only can be 
made by email (churchoffice@wardie.org.uk).

LOVE IS IN THE AIR

Trinity
Community
Gala 2017

Remember the sunshine and the crowds of 
2015's Trinity Community Gala? The fourth Gala 
will take place this year on 26th & 27th August 
– so save the date!

The Gala Team would like to invite applications 
from local businesses and crafts keen to take a 
stall at this year's event.

A limited number of stalls are available, so if you 
are interested, please contact: 

trinitycommunitygala@gmail.com
by 30th March.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Easter Holiday Club
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St. Columba’s Hospice
Memorial Services

The Hospice is holding memorial services in 
Wardie church on April 30th (religious) and June 
25th (non religious) both at 2.00pm. If you could 
help with serving and clearing up tea on either of 
these dates please let me know. It is not a very 
arduous duty and it is greatly appreciated by the 
Hospice staff and visitors.

Susan Dyer 

Pennies for Tilda
At the end of November the annual sum of £1,000 
was sent to Tilda.  In January the sum of £240, 
which was the profit from the sale of Christmas 
cards designed by both young people at  Tilda and 
Wardie Network Youth Group, was sent to Tilda to 
pay for Nursing Staff. We also received the sum of 
£2,000  from two members  of the congregation. 
The hospital will use this  donation  towards the 
conversion of the x-ray machine to a digital x-ray 
machine.The hospital has been wanting to purchase 
this equipment for some time as it will give clarity 
to their x-rays, reduce the cost and make it easier 
to store the images.

Please continue to remember the staff and patients 
of the hospital in your prayers.

Bernulf Clegg

Church Register
Admitted by Resolution 
Simon and Cathy Backett
Jan Brownlee
Eleanor McWhinnie

Deaths
31st January Ronald Stalker

Third Award for Wardie
On Sunday 5th February we were assessed for 
our progress towards the Third Eco-Congregation 
Award. Thanks to the Climate Challenge Fund 
work implemented by the Property Committee 
and others we were able to satisfy our assessors 
and became the first congregation in Edinburgh to 
gain this highest level award. We will celebrate this 
achievement at a service during March. 

Fresh Start
Community Collection

A community collection of items for Fresh Start is 
being held on Saturday 25th March 2017, 3–5pm 
in the Main Hall.  We need lots of volunteers to help 
with sorting the goods as they come in; Fresh Start 
now has to pay for all uplifts of discarded items 
apart from pots and pans, so it is important that 
only goods which can be passed on to Fresh Start’s 
clients are taken to the warehouse. 

Anyone willing to help on March 25th please contact 
Christine (cmshepherd@blueyonder.co.uk). It 
would also be helpful if people could volunteer 
to take away goods in their cars and deliver 
them to Fresh Start on Monday.
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Banner Group Cards
For Sale

The Banner Group have packs of cards for sale 
showing the image of the Easter Table Cover. The 
inside is blank for your own message. £2.50 for 
five cards, available after church any Sunday from 
members of the Banner Group. 

WARDIE
PLAYERS 

PANTOMIME
2017 

Following our successful 
performances of Ali Baba and the 
4 Thieves we have been able to 

donate £300 each to Garvald, Direct 
Aid and Macmillan Nurses. We 

also paid £500 to the church for 
rehearsals and thanks are due to all 
who supported us by attending the 
pantomime and also those who did 

not claim all their expenses!
Annette Laidlaw

WARDIE GUILD
A reminder about the Spring Sale and Coffee Morning 
on 8th March from 10 am til 12 noon (full details on 
p.4).

On 22nd March we have our AGM and to tempt you 
along Margaret is having a sing-a-long and I am sure 
she will choose some of your favourite songs.

On 29th March we will welcome Margo and Iain Dunn 
and our own Margaret Donaldson for a morning of 
music and song entitled... If Music be the Food of Love.

I am sure it will be a lovely treat for everyone so do 
come!

Wendy Sodergren

The Kelpies and canal 
towpath to the Falkirk 
Wheel and back.

Meet Clark Road cycle-
path entrance at 10.00am 
for car share. Bring lunch.

Leaders Fiona and 
Brian Cooper. 

Wardie Walkers 
Wednesday 15th March 

OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH 
CHURCH

The March meeting (actually on 11th April!) will be 
an outing to Vue Cinema, Ocean Terminal to see a 
streamed production of George Balanchine’s ballet 
‘Jewels’. As usual, this is open to all, and anyone 
who would like to go should contact Christine 
Petrie: petriechristine@hotmail.com 

Big Shift Campaign
Our money is being used for purposes that are not 
consistent with Christian teaching. The biggest 
high street banks (HSBC,  Barclays,  Lloyds, RBS) 
manage about £5 trillion assets in the UK which 
could be used to promote low carbon initiatives, but 
at present fund fossil fuels to a greater extent.  

Christian Aid has campaigned on climate change 
as an issue of justice since 2007 and this new 
campaign aims to advocate the transition of money 
from fossil fuels into renewables. Because of their 
current investment the Banks are actually financing 
climate change. The Edinburgh Eco-congregation 
Network is planning to share resources, provide 
petitions to be signed and deliver to them to the 
banks. Watch out for some action. 
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1st 8.00pm Midweek Communion on Ash   
Wednesday

5th 9.15 am Reflective Communion
10.30am Morning Service

8th 8.00pm Midweek Communion
12th 9.30am Prayer Breakfast – French style   

breakfast available from 9.15am
10.30am Morning Service

15th 8.00pm Midweek Communion
19th 9.30am Prayer Breakfast – French style   

breakfast available from 9.15am
10.30am Morning Service

22nd 8.00pm Midweek Communion
26th 9.30am Prayer Breakfast – French style 

breakfast available from 9.15am
10.30am Morning Service with All Age 

Communion – “All are invited”
Followed by a soup lunch for all in 
the Main Hall 

Note that Sunday Morning Services now begin
at the new time of 10.30am.

WARDIE GUILD COFFEE MORNING
Just to remind all the congregation about our Wardie Spring 
Sale and Coffee morning on Wednesday 8th March from 10 
am til 12 noon. There will be a baking and produce stall 
(jams, chutney, marmalade) a paperbacks, CDs and DVDs 
stall and a bric-a-brac stall where you will see all sorts of 
goodies to buy and take home.

Of course you will also be able to have tea, coffee and 
shortbread and a chat with your friends and neighbours for 
the small sum of £2.50.

The money will go to the Guild Project, Feed the Minds 
Campaign to eradicate Female Genital Mutilation. I hope that 
the sun will shine as crowds of you walk along to the church 
halls on the 8th laden with bags to put all your purchases in! 
I am on bric-a-brac so I will see you there!

Wendy Sodergren

…to join us in an ecumenical retreat in Trinity 
and Goldenacre and the surrounding area 
taking place between 5th and 19th March 
2017 and involving praying with scripture. No 
previous experience necessary.

There will be an opening and closing 
gathering but thereafter this is an opportunity 
for us all to be accompanied individually by 
an experienced, trained prayer guide (this is 
sometimes referred to as spiritual direction or 
accompaniment) who will help each of us to 
explore our own unique journey in faith.

This retreat is for anyone who wishes to:

• explore deeper connections between
believing and living

• discover different ways of praying

• experience a deeper, personal relationship
with God

• find help when it is difficult to pray.

The retreat is open and ecumenical. A retreat 
is a journey in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore, a mind and heart willing to 
be drawn by the Spirit and a willingness to 
protect the time you have made available for 
your retreat is all you need. Bring yourself, as 
you are; leave the rest to God, and whoever 
may guide you.

This retreat is being facilitated in association 
with the Epiphany Group which is an ecumenical 
group rooted in Ignatian spirituality (www.
epiphanygroup.org.uk) at the invitation of the 
Council of Churches in Trinity and Goldenacre. 

As registration will have closed by the time 
you receive this newsletter, please contact the 
minister (minister@wardie.org.uk) if you are 
interested.

An invitation...
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