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REMEMBER, REMEMBER
Visiting is a privilege. As 
far as trainee ministers are 
concerned, it is also a skill to 
be practised and developed. 
Pastoral visiting classes at my 
old seminary consisted of two 
parts: the morning was spent 
visiting hospital wards; in the 
afternoon, we would meet 

together with our lecturer to reflect on our encounters. 
To jog our memory, our professor provided us with a 
list of questions. She always ended with the same 
instruction, which made the class laugh out loud: 
“Finally, please remember to write down what you 
forgot.” And each of us would write down the obvious 
response: “I cannot remember.” 

In time, we learned that this was one of the most 
valuable questions to ask ourselves. There was 
always some important lesson to be learned from the 
detail we had allowed ourselves to forget.

It was his speaking out against forgetfulness and 
violence that earned the Jewish writer Elie Wiesel 
the Nobel Peace Prize 30 years ago. Wiesel, born in 
Rumania, had survived the concentration camps as a 
teenager. After the war, he was told to forget the past 
and live in the present. Later, he would write: 

“Remembering is a noble and necessary act. The call 
of memory, the call to memory, reaches us from the 
very dawn of history. No commandment figures so 
frequently, so insistently, in the Bible. It is incumbent 
upon us to remember the good we have received, 
and the evil we have suffered. [Jewish] New Year’s 
Day, Rosh Hashana, is also called Yom Hazikaron, 
the day of memory. On that day, the day of universal 
judgment, man appeals to God to remember: our 
salvation depends on it. If God wishes to remember 
our suffering, all will be well; if He refuses, all will 
be lost. Thus, the rejection of memory becomes a 
divine curse, one that would doom us to repeat past 
disasters, past wars.”

In the first half of November, we remember several 
historical events that shaped our identity. And as we 
do so, we have a choice. We can either be complacent 
and believe that the horrors of history will not repeat 
themselves, at least not in Europe and where we live.

Or we can re-visit what happened and learn from it. Elie 
Wiesel proposes the most important lesson of all:

Should you encounter temporary disappointments, I 
pray:

Do not make someone else pay the price for your 
difficulties and pain.

Do not see in someone else a scapegoat for your 
difficulties.
Only a fanatic does that—not you, for you have 
learned to reject fanaticism.

You know that fanaticism leads to hatred,
and hatred is both destructive and self-destructive.

I speak to you as a teacher and a student—
one is both, always.

I also speak to you as a witness.
I speak to you, for I do not want my past to become 
your future.

Ute

Poppies Weeping Window, by Paul Cummins and Tom Piper, 
Black Watch Castle, Perthshire.

We now have a full cast for Ali Baba and rehearsals 
are under way. 

Tickets, priced the same as last year, will be on sale 
in December.

More information next month.           Annette Laidlaw 

WARDIE PLAYERS 
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Church Register
Baptism
9th October Nico and Casper, sons of Max and 

Roslyn Mills 
Deaths
25th June Mrs Morag Hogg
3rd October Mrs Jessie Johnston

Removal by Certificate of Transference
Ian and Jenny MacDougall
Audrey Peachey
Dr James and Mrs Margaret Smith 

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2016
The very last date for handing in filled shoe boxes is Sunday 6th 
November.
Thank you to all those who have filled shoe boxes or knitted 
beautiful hats to add to them and also to those who have given 
donations of money towards transport costs. 

I visited Wardie Guides when they were all busily covering shoe 
boxes and discussing what they were going to put in them. They 
have been great supporters since we started way back in 2003.

Lastly, thank you to Barbara who has once more beautifully 
covered many boxes.

There is still time to fill a shoe box for 2016!

             Kate Clegg 

Edinburgh Direct Aid are appealing for winter clothes 
to be taken to their warehouse 16a West Harbour Road 
Wed/Sat/Sun 11am–3pm. Qatar's Red Crescent are 
helping with transport until Christmas. 
More details: www.edinburghdirectaid.org/warehouse.htm

Christmas Gifts for Children 
Gifts for children of any age gratefully received on 
Sunday 4th December. Individually giftwrapped 
and with a detachable label with the gender and age 
range of the child for whom the gift is intended, please. 
Last year the gift coordinator who distributes the gifts 
congratulated Wardie as the most generous contributor 
out of all the churches he collects from, so well done the 
Wardie Church Family – showing such consideration for 
others in need and giving so generously! A huge thank 
you from the Pastoral Team.

Pastoral Matters
The Care Team (a sub group of the Pastoral Group) is getting 
together a number of resource materials on topics such as 
planning a funeral, support for carers etc.  These will be 
available on bookshelves to the right of the Church front 
door.

Every year from 1st–7th November there is a Scottish 
event entitled To absent friends (for more details see their 
website www.toabsentfriends.org.uk). During this week 
Wardie Church will be open every day from 10am–4pm for 
people to be able to come, if they so wish, and spend time 
reflecting on their dear ones who are no longer with them.  
Please ring the bell at the Netherby Road entrance to the 
halls for access. There will be a table next to the Book of 
Remembrance in the Sanctuary. Congregation members 
are invited to put memorabilia of those no longer with 
them on the table, or perhaps just write the name of their 
absent friend on a remembrance symbol which will then be 
displayed near the table.

Coming Soon ... 
Alternative Christmas Gifts 2016

Network will be selling their Alternative Christmas Gifts 
at coffee time every Sunday until Christmas starting on 
Sunday 6th November. This year we are supporting:

Kipawa (£8): Provides feeding programmes, health & 
counselling services for school children in Kenya. Will 
feed 4 children for a month. (In remembrance of Dave 
Shepherd who supported this charity)

Christian Aid (£10): Supporting Ethiopian women 
to set up savings groups. £10 buys a sheep for each 
woman. They can sell the wool and put the money into 
the savings fund to be drawn when bills need to be paid.

Tilda Mission Hospital (£15): Details to be confirmed.

Embrace the Middle East (£20): Your gift supports the 
library in the heart of Dbayeh Refugee Camp in Lebanon, 
bringing books, education, inspiration and imagination 
to the whole community.

Edinburgh Young Carers (£25): Contributes towards a 
residential break for a young carer.

Please support these very important causes. All gifts will 
help raise funds for people in need. 
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WARDIE GUILD
Our first meeting on November 9th at 10.30am will be an 
illustrated talk by our own President Maureen Kelly: “The 
Strange World of the Amish and the Shakers.” 

13th–20th November is GUILD WEEK and the Guild 
Service will be on Sunday the 27th. The Beginners and 
Primary departments of Kidz@ Wardie will also be singing a 
Christmas song as it is the first Sunday of Advent.

The last meeting in November is “me” and Joyful Fun!! 
The title is chosen because our Guild Topic this year is GO 
IN JOY so I am busily thinking of “joyful things” to chat 
about and do and make!

There are two December dates for your diaries. December 
7th is more fun, but this time it is Christmas Fun with 
Margaret Donaldson (our Musical Director) and then our 
Christmas lunch is on 14th December. I am sure some of 
the Guild members can hardly wait for all this FUN!

Wendy Sodergren

It’s Time to Light Up A Life
St Columba’s Hospice has launched its winter appeal where you 
can remember your loved ones by lighting up a life on their Tree 
of Remembrance. The Light Up A Life appeal is a chance for you 
to have a light shining brightly on their 40ft Christmas tree in 
memory of someone you love.

The Hospice’s annual Light Up A Life appeal touches the hearts of 
many people, and by making a donation to the appeal, you help 
to support the patients and families receiving care and support 
over the festive period. This year, the Hospice will be organising 
extra special festive activities for patients and families such as 
arts and craft workshops, carol singing, mulled wine and mince 
pies, and lots more.

The appeal is also a way of remembering those no longer with 
us. Lynda Reid, who supports the appeal each year, said: “The 
Light Up A Life appeal means a lot to our family as it is our 
way of remembering loved ones we have lost over the years, 
especially my Dad – it means our loved ones are always part of 
our Christmas celebrations. Every penny raised goes directly to 
the Hospice to support patients and families, like the care that 
my Dad, my Granny and our family received.”

Wardie Walkers’ November Walk
Wednesday November 23rd, Bonaly and 
Torphin. Meet at 10.00am at Clark Road 
cycle path bus stop for car share. Bring 
lunch and wear warm clothing. Led 
by Douglas Coghill.

Hello from Gary!

My name is Gary Broadway 
and I would like to introduce 
myself to you as the 
new Youth and Family 
Development Co-ordinator 
at Wardie Parish Church. I 
have attended Wardie Parish 
Church for the last seven 
years with Marie and my two 
children Kian and Derbhla. We have loved attending 
Wardie, in particular being involved in the family events 
and those aimed at children. I am looking forward to 
continuing with the fantastic work already in place at 
Wardie and after talking to many of you, driving new 
ideas forward….with your support!

When I first moved to Edinburgh in 2002, I was employed 
by Edinburgh City Council as a Teacher (Secondary 
Geography) and as a Youth worker in Portobello and 
Craigmillar. After several years I moved into the Pastoral 
side of Education and became a Guidance Teacher 
followed by my current post as Principal Teacher of 
Curriculum, Learning and Behaviour Development 
(Head of Support in a Secondary School). I am looking 
forward to bringing my experience in the classroom, 
former youth work and my seven years of Holiday Club 
together here at Wardie to offer an inclusive, Christian 
experience for children of all ages.

I can be contacted at youthwork@wardie.org.uk. 

The film “ This C hanges E verything” w ill b e s hown 
at the Lauriston Centre, Lauriston Place EH3 9DJ, 
Monday 7th November 7.00–9.30pm, organised 
by the Edinburgh Eco-congregation Network. The 
film, about a positive response to climate change, 
will be followed by a discussion led by Bishop David 
Chillingworth. Let Heather McHaffie know if you would 
like to come.
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2nd 8.00pm  Midweek Communion
6th 9.30am  Reflective Communion

11.00am Uniformed Organisations Service 
“Making a world of difference”

9th 8.00pm  Midweek Communion
13th 9.30am Prayer Breakfast 

10.50am Remembrance Service
16th 8.00pm  Midweek Communion 
20th 9.30am Prayer Breakfast 

11.00am Morning Service
23rd 8.00pm  Midweek Communion
27th   9.30am Prayer Breakfast

11.00am Advent Service with the Guild 
and primary Kidz@Wardie

30th 8.00pm  Midweek Communion

Note that Midweek Communions are now at 8pm.

Enjoy some Sporting Conversations
As part of the ‘Season of Talent’ an occasional series of ‘Sporting 
Conversations’ will take place at Wardie Church. Various 
sportspeople from Football, Golf, Rugby and other sports are 
being invited along to discuss their careers, what makes a top 
class sportsperson and hopefully share a few tales.

The night will be in two parts – the guest will be interviewed by 
Sports Commentator Paul Mitchell and then after a break (with 
Pie & Bovril) there will be a question and answer session. It is 
hoped the evenings will be relaxing, informative and fun.

The first conversation takes place at the Church on Thursday 24th 
November at 7.30pm when our guest will be former Aberdeen 
and Hibs player Steve Cowan.

Steve played under arguably 
the best Scottish manager of 
recent times, Sir Alex Ferguson, 
with whom he won the league 
title at Aberdeen. Steve also 
enjoyed a spell in Irish football 
where he was Player of the 
Year. Steve is now part of Radio 
Forth’s coverage of Scottish 
football.

Please come along and support this event and get an insight into 
the world of Scottish football.

Please talk to Paul Mitchell or Grant Ballantine for further details. 

Advent Quiet Day
We are offering a few hours of silent reflection on Saturday 26th 
November from 3–5pm in the peace of Wardie Church Sanctuary. 
There will be places laid out to aid your contemplation and 
stillness.

A space offering peacefulness before the busy season that is 
Christmas begins.

(Any queries  please contact Tina Stevenson – email: 
tinastevenson@mac.com)

Kidz@Wardie – two dates for your diary
Please will the parents of Beginners and Primary Kidz@Wardie 
put 27th November in their diaries and on their calendars 
as that is the first Sunday of Advent and the day that your 
children (suitably attired) will be singing in church. We usually 
sing in mid-December but please note the earlier date.

The Beginners and Primary party will be on 10th December 
from 2–4 pm in the NEW HALL (not the big hall) and we hope 
you will all come wearing your Christmas loveliness! See you 
there!                                                      Wendy Sodergren

OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH CHURCH
A monthly opportunity for people from the local community to 
meet and enjoy each other’s company, welcome newcomers 
to the district, or keep in touch with old friends. Meetings are 
at 7.30pm, usually in the small hall and open to all ages and 
sexes.

November 28th: Pat Lawrence on his experiences as a 
BA pilot

Contact person: Christine Shepherd.

Pennies for Tilda 2016
After the Communion Service on 25th September we had a 
retiring  offering in aid of the Evangelical Hospital at Tilda. 
We raised £450, which means that our target of £1000 will 
be sent to the the Hospital's Bank Account by the middle of 
November.

On the same afternoon we also received a very generous 
donation of £2000 to the hospital from two members of 
Wardie. I have contacted Dr. Satyajit to ask him to identify a 
project for this donation.

Marion Conacher (pictured below, with me and Bill Reid) 
attended the Communion Service and was pleased to meet 
up with friends for coffee afterwards.         Bernulf Clegg
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