
April 2017www.wardie.org.uk

The story is told that the apostle 
James once went with one of 
his pupils into the mountains. 
When darkness began to fall, 
they put up their tent. Tired 
out from the long walk, they 
soon fell asleep. Before the 
sun was rising, James awoke 
and in turn woke his pupil. 
“Open your eyes and look at 

the sky above.” James said. “What do you see?” “I 
can see the stars, Father”, the young man replied half 
asleep. “I can see a countless number of stars”. “And 
what is the meaning of this?” James continued to 
ask. His pupil paused for a moment before saying: 
“We learn from it that God, the Lord, has created the 
whole universe with all its stars. I look at the sky and 
am filled with gratitude. I am humbled in the face of 
this unending greatness. How small we are, and how 
wonderful are the works of God.” “My dear child”, 
James sighed, “it means that somebody has stolen 
our tent.”

This story makes me laugh every time I hear it. It 
captures so well the tendency in Christian circles 
to take ourselves far too seriously and to see and 
interpret everything through a pious lens. The sign of 
a true apostle on the contrary, we find out in the end, 
is a healthy sense of reality. 

The Easter stories share that same preference for 
what is real. They are far from jumping to pious 
conclusions about Jesus’ whereabouts after his 
death. They speak of shock, confusion, doubt. The 
disciples don’t know what to make of the empty 
tomb. Faced with the fact, the mood among the 
women and men is rather tense. They simply don’t 
have any answer beyond the obvious. The body has 
been taken away and they don’t know where it has 
been put. They need to wait for the breakthrough. 
They cannot imagine that Jesus has risen from the 
dead. It’s beyond their belief. When Jesus literally 
broke through the doors, the gospel of John tells us 
that “the disciples were filled with joy.” Some of our 
Easter hymns imitate the sound of joyous laughter, 
especially from the baroque times when the tradition 
of Easter sermons spiked with jokes to make the 
congregation laugh reached its height.

Easter hymns are resistance songs. They speak of a 
realism that sees through death and puts it into its 

The world against me rages, 
Its fury I disdain; 

Though bitter war it wages, 
Its work is all in vain. 

My heart from care is free, 
No trouble troubles me. 
Misfortune now is play, 

And night is bright as day.

Yours joyfully,

Ute

Wardie Parish Church invites you to enjoy

On Sunday 23rd April 2017 from 3 to 5pm 
in Wardie Church

Messy Church is a time for parents and children to 
have fun together, make things together, celebrate 

God together and eat together. It is an opportunity for 
children and their parents (or carers, grandparents etc) 

to spend time together.

If you would like further information email: 
churchoffice@wardie.org.uk or phone 551 3847. 

www.wardie.org.uk 

A BROKEN DOOR
place. In this sense, we can truly have the last laugh, 
in the words of a Lutheran hymn translated by the 
Presbyterian John Kelly: 

Remember the sunshine and the crowds of 2015's 
Trinity Community Gala? The fourth Gala will take place 
this year on 26th & 27th August – so save the date!

The Gala Team would like to invite applications from 
local businesses and crafts keen to take a stall at this 
year's event.

A limited number of stalls are available, so if you are 
interested, please contact: 

trinitycommunitygala@gmail.com by 30th March.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Trinity
Community Gala 

2017
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Church Register
Admitted by Certificate of Transference
Rev Susie Stark I live locally with my 

husband Aaron, his son 
Kyle (18) and Odie (the 
dog). We enjoy lots of 
outdoor activities from 
great walks and wild 
camping to relaxing 
outside round the fire 
pit. I love to join in and 
try new things from 

archery (I’m a qualified instructor) to photography 
(a keen amateur) to African body percussion (still 
learning but can lead you all in a dance!)

Professionally I’m a recent graduate of Edinburgh 
University where I studied Product Design which is 
the fancier way of saying that I really like making 
things and getting creative. I put this to use leading 
art activities and designing resources for various 
groups; however, my other focus is on youth and 
community work. I work locally with primary-aged 
children and previously managed and led youth 
clubs for all ages in Leith where I also worked as a 
Children’s and Youth Worker, way back in 2006, for 
another church.

Now you may have figured out why I’m telling you 
all about me…  I am very pleased to be joining 
as the Family and Youth Development Worker 
at Wardie which I’m told is full of home baking 
and friendly people, but importantly it’s alongside 
the knowledge that I am following a rich history 
of youth work and joining into a very strong and 
committed team at Wardie. 

Please do look out for me, pray for me and come 
and chat with me – I am really looking forward to 
getting to know the various groups and teams as 
well as the wider church family and am excited to 
see what the future will hold.

Mo Brand

Wardie Book of Remembrance
It is 20 years since the first names were added to our 
Book of Remembrance. It now contains 197 names.

Not every name in the book is of a former member. The 
names are in memory of former members and of friends 
and family of members.

The book is always open on a Sunday at the appropriate 
date and the pages are turned regularly. It is possible to 
have the book open at a particular date by contacting  
Elaine in the Church Office (551 3847) or Kate 
Clegg.

If you would like to have a name added please contact 
Elaine or Kate. The cost is £20 for each name.

We are very fortunate that Susie Leiper is our calligrapher; 
she adds the names so beautifully to the book.

Please do look at the book as you pass it in the Sanctuary.

Changes afoot on the
Wardie website

It has been a long time in the planning, but finally we 
will be launching our new website at the end of March. 
It will be more colourful than before, with an improved 
home page and clearer navigation. 

Visit our new website at www.wardie.org.uk from 31st 
March to see the changes we’ve made. 

The great thing about websites is that they can be 
amended – so please do feed back any issues, ideas or 
updates to news@wardie.org.uk. 

We do need your opinion on Service Recordings. We 
are aiming to post recordings online once we have 
addressed a few technical glitches but need to know 
whether members would like to listen to the whole 
service or just the sermon. If you have an answer, 
please do contact us!

Cathy Ballantine, Communications Committee  

“Hello Wardie Church!”
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... in their own words!
“We all had a great time with plenty of fun.”

 “We bonded as a group and got to know each 
other better.” 

“Jane’s food was fantastic, as always.”

“It was a nice break from our normal lives; fresh 
air and reflection.”

“It was good to attend a different church and see a 
different way of worship.”

“Charlie’s traybake!”

“Entertaining new Lord’s Prayer.”

“The weekend was all excellent, but the food and 
activities really made it!”

“Gregor was our amazing tech expert, managing to 
sort the film for Saturday night.”

 “Relaxing, eating, having a good time.”

“I grew closer to Jesus.” 

“A fun weekend away with friends enjoying 
games, a walk, a movie night, Ute’s sing-a-longs, a 
lovely church service and a chance to grow closer 

to God.”

Wardie Walkers 
Wednesday, 12th April 

Gladhouse Reservoir, once 
Edinburgh’s principal water 
supply,  lies 15 miles south of 
Edinburgh at the start of the 
Moorfoots. This flat, circular 
walk is approx. 5 miles and 
2–3 hours, mostly path and 
minor road but with a short 
stretch across fields. This is a 
part of Scotland you probably don’t know at all well. 
Walkers should bring a picnic lunch and the usual 
fit-for-purpose clothing and footwear. People may 
want to bring a flask as there are no coffee shops 
or tearooms nearby! Car share from the usual Clark 
Road cycle-path entrance at 10am. 

Led by Linda and Chris Boston.

WARDIE GUILD
Our Spring Sale and Coffee Morning was on 8th March. 
We had a marvellous turnout and made £878 so we 
would like to thank all those who contributed in any way 
towards this splendid total. The money will go to our 
Project, Breaking the Cycle of Female Genital Mutilation.

On the 19th April you will have "me" with my Power Point 
Presentation entitled PICTURES OF LOVELINESS which 
has accompanying music and you can leave your cares 
behind as you float away on a cloud!!

Although this is April I would like to mention our final event 
for the year which will be a MAD HATTER'S TEA PARTY in 
the New Hall on the 3rd of May at 2.30pm – tickets £5. 
Although not essential, members are encouraged to wear 
suitable hats – the more outrageous the better! We are 
delighted that Barbara Brodie, accompanied by Margaret 
Donaldson, will round off our celebratory afternoon with 
some songs.

Over the summer we will be meeting for coffee on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 10.30am and 
all will be welcome.

Wendy Sodergren

Network Youth Emmaus at Cairneyhill

OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH CHURCH

A reminder of our meeting on 11th April: 
an outing to Vue Cinema, Ocean Terminal 
to see a streamed production of George 
Balanchine’s ballet ‘Jewels’. As usual, this is 
open to all, and anyone who would like to go 
should contact Christine Petrie; 
petriechristine@hotmail.com 

Traidcraft Stalls
The next stalls will be on Sundays 30th April,

28th May and 25th June.
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kidz@wardie is on holiday on 2nd, 9th, 16th April
2nd 9.15 am Reflective Communion

10.30am  Morning Service: Reformation and  
Well-Being, Rev. Ewan Kelly 

5th  No Wednesday Communion during 
Holiday Club Week

9th 9.30am Prayer Breakfast  
(breakfast from 9.15am)

10.30am  (Palm Sunday) – Ross Greer, MSP,  
Reformation and Care for the 
Environment: celebrating our  
3rd Ecocongregation Award

Ecumenical Holy Week Services of the Council of Churches 
Together in Trinity and Goldenacre

9th 7.00pm Evening worship at Inverleith St Serf’s 
Church, Ferry Road

10th 7.00pm St Philip’s Church, Logie Green
11th 7.00pm St James’ Church, Goldenacre
12th 7.00pm Holy Cross Church, Bangholm Loan   

(no Wed Communion at Wardie)
13th 7.00pm Maundy Thursday at Inverleith St  

Serf’s, Ferry Road
Good Friday
St James, Goldenacre:
14th  12noon–2pm Church open for drop-in prayer 

2–3pm    Meditation on the seven last words
Wardie Parish Church: 

10–10.45am Good Friday for children (of primary   
school age and younger, accompanied 
by an adult)

7.00pm "All you who pass this way" –   
Impressions of Christ's Passion in   
Words and Music

Easter Sunday 
16th 8.00am Early Easter Service together with  

St. Columba’s Hospice followed by   
Easter breakfast.
Meeting point at the reception area of 
the Education Centre

10.30am  Easter Day Family Service with Holy   
Communion

19th 8.30pm Midweek Communion
23rd 9.30am Prayer Breakfast  

(breakfast from 9.15am)
10.30am Morning Service followed by 
the Stated Annual Meeting

26th 8.30pm Midweek Prayer (no Communion)
30th 9.30am Prayer Breakfast  

(breakfast from 9.15am)
10.30am Morning Service

Scott Hastings in Sporting Conversation
The second in the ‘Sporting Conversation’ series, part of the 
Season of Talents, takes place on Thursday, 30th March 
at 7.30pm at Wardie Church when Paul Mitchell is joined 
by Scott Hastings. Scott won 65 caps at centre for Scotland 
from 1986 to 1997 and toured twice with the British & Irish 
Lions. Scott is still heavily involved in Rugby as a broadcaster, 
so get a insight into the world of rugby, the current state of 
the game and the upcoming Lions tour. Admission Free!

Then come to Wardie Parish Church and find out, 
together with Ute, the minister:

When: Friday 14th April from 10.00am–10.45am

Where: in the sanctuary (please enter at the Netherby 
Road Door)

What: Good Friday activities for children (of primary 
school age and younger, accompanied by an adult)

We finish with hot cross buns. No need to book but if 
you are interested and intend to come, please let me 
know by email: minister@wardie.org.uk.  

Good Friday for children 
What’s good about Good Friday? 

• Do you struggle to explain it to your children but
always wanted to?

• Are you of primary school age or younger (accompanied 
by an adult) and want to find out the  secret of the
hot cross bun?


