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In my student days at Aberdeen 
University, an American friend 
and PhD student unwittingly 
taught me a new expression 
that stayed with me for a long 
time. A group of us got together 
on a Sunday evening for a meal 
to share the latest news. It was 
at the end of the meal and a 
great deal of laughter that our 

friend suddenly turned serious. With a big sigh, he got 
up from the table and declared with regret that from 
tomorrow morning it was “back to the same old grind”. 
There are of course people who believe that studies and 
work are two very different things. Student life, many 
believe, is synonymous with fun, freedom, freshers’ 
week. Eat what you like, do your washing whenever 
you want to and, for the rest, go to parties and meet 
new people. Never mind the small inconvenience near 
the end of term when everybody has to study hard for 
their exams.    
It’s a cliché, of course, as all our students from Wardie 
can tell you. So is the perception that retirement is 
the end of working life or that parents either stay at 
home or go to work. Sadly, what they do is often not 
recognised in the same way as the work that is done 
by those who are in paid employment. My American 
friend – who by the way is a very hard worker – made 
me think twice about the value of work. 
Hamid and Mohammed, two young Afghan refugees 
in Switzerland, were very frustrated earlier this year 
because they were not allowed to work. They had 
enough of sitting around while waiting to hear whether 
they would be granted asylum and the right to work. So 
they came up with the idea to take integration into their 
own hands and got straight to work. This is how they 
explain it in their blog: For one month we want to walk 
through Switzerland and along its borders. Each night, 
we will stay with different Swiss people in their homes. 
We want to get to know many people and places of this 
beautiful country. We want to do something positive 
about our integration and for our health.
Coincidence or not – they set out on 1st May, the day 
of labour.
There is something very energising when we find work 
that is meaningful, even if our feet hurt at the end of the 
day. Good work brings people together. As we go back 
to work at Wardie after the quiet summer months, may 
the work we do in our many groups and committees 
help to create a sense of community.

www.wardie.org.uk

BACK TO WORK May we learn that to love and to work belong together, 
as John of the Cross tells us:

Forever at God’s door
I gave my heart and soul.
My fortune, too.
I’ve no flock anymore,
No other work in view.
My occupation: love.
It’s all I do.

So, let’s get back to work together,

Ute

Sundays 10.30am from 3rd September
All the groups are looking forward to a new term and the 
leaders and helpers are ready to go with a big mixture 
of stories, songs, games and crafts. There are various 
age groups on Sundays for children from 3.  Additionally 
this term has the highlight of the nativity, Christingle 
and other Christmas services to look forward to.
We look forward to welcoming returning and new 
members and have some new ways for parents/
guardians to keep updated for the term: we will 
shortly have the church Facebook page running, aim 
to utilise the ‘new’ church website to show some of 
the things the children and young people get up to and 
will be producing a brief families newsletter too. We 
will be updating our records so please watch out for 
new consent forms and continue to check notices for 
specific dates etc.

For more information email: youthwork@wardie.org.uk

For all the details, see the back page.

Trinity
Community Gala
is happening on
26th and 27th 

August!
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Church Register
Baptism
21st May Nora Brown
Admitted by Profession of Faith:
    Ross Morrison
    Emma Mathews
    Morven Stead
Admitted by Resolution of the Kirk Session:
    Libba and Dom Byrne
    Nicola and Andrew Brown
Deaths
    Joan Gordon

Q&A: Catriona Gardiner
Wardie Parish Church has a new administrator. We caught up 
with Catriona Gardiner to ask a few questions about her life 
inside and outside her role at the church.

Welcome to Wardie! Tell us about yourself.
I live locally with my fiancé Stuart (pictured with me below). 
We have 2 children, Aidan aged 15 and Caylagh aged 3.

What brought you to Wardie?
I was looking to return to an admin position after Caylagh 
started nursery in August. When my friend and neighbour 
Mo Brand (Wardie youth worker) mentioned the church was 
looking for a new administrator I knew it would be a fantastic 
opportunity and I had to apply! 

What are you most looking forward to about the role?
I am really looking forward to learning all the new aspects of 
working within a church. I’m really enjoying being here.

What is your favourite thing to do at weekends? 
At weekends we love spending time as a family but when 
possible I love to drag race my beloved 20-year-old Subaru 
Impreza and attend car events with our Club. 

Which famous person would you most like to meet?
Gary Barlow from pop group Take That.

Tell us a secret about yourself.
When I’m alone in the church setting up the hymns on the 
AV, I sing to myself checking the words even if I don’t know 
the tune.

Ute and Network leader Jane welcome three new church 
members.

NETWORK
For young people S3 plus. 

Network starts its term with an exciting residential 
weekend at Lendrick Muir. Sunday evening sessions 
will resume from 10th September and provide a 
relaxed social environment to explore and question 
faith alongside other relevant issues.

Contact: Mo Brand youthwork@wardie.org.uk

Christian Aid
Every May the Goldenacre Churches (Holy Cross, St 
James, Inverleith-St Serf’s and Wardie) join together to 
raise money for Christian Aid during Christian Aid Week.

In 2017 we held a very successful coffee morning at St 
James which raised £772.60. In addition each church 
organises envelope collections. Wardie’s collection raised 
£1642.16 with an additional £257 collected through Gift 
Aid.  

Many thanks to all who helped to raise so much money 
for the invaluable work done by Christian Aid. Please 
continue to support this Goldenacre Churches initiative 
in 2018.
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As you know, at its meeting on 26th April the congregation 
voted to adopt a new form of constitution. As you may also have 
observed, Church of Scotland processes can be cumbersome 
and slow. Our preparation for change has taken over a year. 
However, it has been important to weigh up the pros and cons 
and to consider what will work best for Wardie. We hope that a 
more streamlined governance model will reduce energy-sapping 
red tape and free up time and resources for new pastoral and 
spiritual developments. 
I am pleased to let you know that on 13th July 2017 the final 
piece of the jigsaw fell into place when the General Assembly 
issued us with a new Deed of Constitution in what is called the 
“Unitary Form”. 
In legal terms this means that the Congregational Board has been 
dissolved and the whole of Wardie’s affairs are now managed by 
the Kirk Session. However all of our elected board members have 
been invited to remain part of the committees and teams which 
make up Wardie’s “engine room” and keep the church and its 
many activities running. So I do not expect you to notice very 
much change in practice.
The Congregational Board held its last meeting in May and 
many of the Board members and elders gathered together for 
a social evening at the end of June. On both occasions it was 
good to recognise and celebrate all we have achieved together – 
particularly over the last couple of years as we searched for and 
found our new Minister. 
Our committee conveners and office bearers (many of whom are 
not elders) will meet in August to prepare for the year ahead and 
to help steer the Kirk Session on its new course. It will be for the 
Kirk Session to decide its next steps and more news about these 
will be shared after its meeting in September.
With Ute’s ministry well established and our new structure in 
place Graeme Trotter and I feel this is the right time for us to 
hand over our Joint Session Clerk roles to a fresh team over the 
coming weeks. I am sure that Graeme would want to join me in 
thanking you all for the support and encouragement you have 
given us during our time in office. It has been a privilege to work 
alongside so many dedicated people with big hearts, tremendous 
energy and the knack for offering a kind or wise word at just the 
right time. 
An exciting new chapter in Wardie’s story is about to begin and 
I know that in Heather McHaffie and Paul Mitchell we will have 
two new Session Clerks full of great ideas, talent and drive. I wish 
them both all the best and look forward to finding out what’s in 
store!     Judith Morrison

Lots of news from Fairtrade, some good, some less so. The Co-
op has long been a champion, as its own ranges of tea, coffee, 
chocolate bars and bananas are all Fairtrade. It is now committed 
to sourcing 100% of its cocoa from Fairtrade farmers, which will 
cover all its own brand chocolate products. The Co-op will now 
buy five times more Fairtrade cocoa than in the past!

Sainsbury’s have chosen to have their own tea certified by 
the ‘Sainsbury’s Foundation’ instead of Fairtrade. Producers 
are very unhappy, because they will have no say in how the 
Fairtrade premium is spent. That will be decided by Sainsbury’s 
in London instead of the community itself, which defeats the aim 
of empowering the workers involved. Our own MP, Deidre Brock, 
whom some of us met in March, has signed the Parliamentary 
motion deeply regretting Sainsbury’s action. Cadbury’s too have 
decided to drop the Fairtrade mark from Dairy Milk and Buttons, 
in favour of their own ‘Cocoa Life’ programme. The Fairtrade 
Foundation, which exists to protect producers’ interests, will 
monitor the situation, but these actions appear to undermine the 
whole integrity of Fairtrade.  

Brexit has caused real concern that the poorest countries, which 
benefit from tariff-free access to the EU, might have to pay duties 
on future imports to the UK. People in rural communities who 
may already be struggling to make ends meet are particularly 
vulnerable to changes in the market.  In February Theresa 
May made reassuring noises about making trade work for 
developing countries, but the lack of detail or commitment did 
not inspire confidence. Hundreds of letters and emails were sent 
to MPs (including ours) and 50,000 people signed the Fairtrade 
Foundation’s petition, asking the Prime Minister to make sure 
that future trade policy works not just for the UK but also for 
vulnerable developing countries. In June the Government 
eventually announced that post Brexit, products from 48 of 
the poorest countries (e.g. Bangladesh, Haiti, Ethiopia) would 
continue to reach the UK free of import taxes. Good news indeed 
for some of those who rely on exporting to us to earn a living.

As I write this in early August, the new Traidcraft catalogue has 
just arrived, complete with Christmas cards, robins and snow. 
Look out for the new Traidcraft chocolate! Catalogues and order 
forms will be available on the first two Sundays in September. As 
usual I shall send off your Christmas orders regularly through 
September and early October. After that there will be just one 
final order sent, for which your form and payment need to reach 
me by Sunday 22nd October.  Except for food and cards, you 
are urged to order early, because popular items may go out of 
stock quite quickly and I never like seeing people disappointed. 
Stalls this autumn will be on 10th September, 8th October, 12th 
November and 10th December.   Rosemary Philip

Kirk Session News Fairtrade News

Wardie Church House Groups
Wardie Church has a number of house groups which 
meet up on a monthly basis to share fellowship and 
discuss aspects of faith. New faces are always welcome. 
If you think you might be interested and wish to find 
out more, then please speak to Ute or to James Rust, 
Margaret Donaldson or Katy Laidlaw.  

Wardie Youth Choir
Choir starts again on Sunday 10th September and I am looking 
forward very much to singing again this term. Choir starts at 
9.45am, runs until 10.30am, and will meet in the New Hall each 
Sunday during term time. We hope to be singing frequently in 
church this term and always play a large part in the preparations 
for Christmas, so lots of lovely singing in store.

Anyone of school age who likes singing would be welcome – it 
would be lovely to see new members, as well as ‘old’ ones! Just 
come along on the first Sunday.

Alison Preston 
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OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH CHURCH
A monthly opportunity for people from the local community to 
meet and enjoy each other’s company, welcome newcomers to 
the district, or keep in touch with old friends. Meetings are at 
7.30pm, usually in the small hall and open to all ages and sexes.

Programme for 2017–2018
2017
25th September – Katie Quinn on the Granton Hub
30th October – Ian Davey on his world travels
27th November – Mo Brand will be showing us some crafts 
11th December – Christmas meal

2018
29th January – Burns Evening
26th February – Peter Wilson on Forth Cruises
March – Theatre/Vue Cinema Outing – to be arranged
30th April – Elizabeth McLuckie: Hats 
28th May – AGM

Contact person: Christine Shepherd  

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2017
Once again this year, with your help, we shall be supporting the 
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal.

Last year 121,474 boxes were distributed. Blythswood were so 
grateful that Wardie filled 84 of those.

It is so easy to choose gifts for people that have so little – a pair 
of socks, a toothbrush, soap, a notepad, a small toy, things we 
all take for granted, but luxuries for people living in poverty. The 
photos on the leaflet show just how much they are appreciated.

I have a plentiful supply of leaflets and they will also be available 
in the Church Office. You can also log onto www.shoeboxappeal. 
org for more information.                           Kate Clegg 

On Sunday 10th September at 10.30am we will hold our Guild 
Service and Dedication in the church and we hope that many 
Guild members will be able to attend. 

The following Wednesday, 13th September, we will have our first 
meeting in the New Hall which will be Communion led by Ute.

We have Hugh Henderson MBE (founder of Mission International) 
as our speaker on 27th September. He will talk to us about our 
Mission International Haiti Project. They are going to build a 
multi-purpose facility in Ouanamanthe which will consist of a 
school, a community centre and a church in a country which is 
still recovering from the dreadful 2010 earthquake followed by 
Hurricane Matthew last year. I am sure it will be a very interesting 
morning.

I mentioned in the June issue of News at Wardie that starting 
in September we would be serving coffee at 10.15am and that 
the meeting (with speaker) would begin at 10.30am. We will still 
finish at the same time as before!

The Summer Coffee Bothy mornings have proved popular 
throughout the summer and we were delighted to welcome 
people of all ages including the toddlers last time! 

We are a cheery, friendly guild and you (who hopefully are reading 
this article) are always welcome to all or any of our meetings. 
Remember it is for men and women so if there is a morning that 
you think sounds interesting and you have the time then pop 
along and we will be happy to see you!

See you in September...   Wendy Sodergren

Wardie Walkers is our informal walking group, meeting every 
month on a Wednesday. Look under Activities & Events/Social 
Activities on www.wardie.org.uk for information on the next 
walk and reports on previous walks. Walks until the end of 
2017: September 20th Linlithgow Palace and Loch, October 4th 
Charleston and Limekilns, November 1st Blackness Castle and 
grounds of House of Binns, November 29th Water of Leith.

Walks start at 10.00am at the Clark Road cycle-path entrance 
for a car share or use of public transport. Bring lunch and be 
prepared for mixed weather.

Food Glorious Food ...
Wednesday 27th September 7.30pm at Craigsbank Church. 
Discussion on the connections between food insecurity, climate 
change, public health, biodiversity, workers’ rights, animal 
welfare, access to land and waste. The day before this talk the 
Good Food Nation Bill is launched for consultation. Food matters 
to us all so we will consider what we can contribute on food, in 
our communities and churches. Simple locally sourced meal from 
6.30pm. Book and car share through Heather McHaffie.

Do you have a child or grandchild who is 0–3 years old
and likes to sing and make music?

Come and join us for a musical coffee morning at Wardie
with Margaret Donaldson (music) and team. 

10–10.45am Welcome Time: play and chat over tea/coffee 
10.45–11.15am Music Time 

Interested? To book a place and for more information,
please contact Catriona Gardiner at the church office

(churchoffice@wardie.org.uk or phone 0131 551 3847).
Limited spaces available. 
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Wardie Players
Young People’s Play 

to greet the 'Year of Young People' – 2018

Calling all young actors!!

Instead of a pantomime, we are putting on 
a play for young people in January 2018

So, if you are 10 to 18 and would like to act,
please come along to our open evening on 

Tuesday 26th September at 7pm

ALL WELCOME

If you can't make that date, please contact Graeme Trotter 
or Margaret Robinson

WARDIE GUILD

NEW: WARDIE TODDLERS’ MUSIC CAFÉ
Tuesday mornings, 10–11.15am, from 12th September

New Hall, Wardie Parish Church
£3.50 per child, concessions for siblings
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What’s on at Wardie Church 2017–2018
Group Description Day Time Contact 

Badminton Friendship,	relaxation,	and	keeping	fit	too!	 Friday	 10.30am	 Weekly	 Jean	Temple	

Banner Group Creating	with	fabric.	Sewing	skills	not	essential	 Varies	 Varies	 Varies	 Susan	Dyer	

Choir Leads	worship.	Anyone	who	enjoys	 Thursday	 7.45pm	 Weekly	 Margaret	Donaldson	 	
singing	is	welcome	 Sunday	 9.50am	 Weekly	 Margaret	Donaldson	

Drama Studio Dance	and	drama	for	young	people	4-14	 Friday	 Afternoon	 Weekly	 Julie	McDonald	

Gents’ Opportunity	for	men	to	meet,		 Quarterly	 Grant	Ballantine	  
Fellowship chat	and	enjoy	a	meal	together	

Kidz@Wardie Enables	children	3+	to	find	out	about	 Sunday	 10.30am	 Weekly	 Brian	Cooper	  
Jesus	while	having	fun

Manor School A	variety	of	ballet,	jazz	and	tap	classes,	 Saturday	 Morning	 Weekly	 Claire	Smith	  
of Ballet 	pre-school	onwards

Network For	young	people	(S3	upwards)	to	 Sunday	 8.15pm	 Weekly	 Jane	Scott	  
explore faith together

Open Door Wide	variety	of	speakers	and	social	activities	 Monday	 7.30pm	 Monthly	 Fiona	Cooper	

Pilates Improve	flexibility,	posture	and	 Tuesday	 7.00pm	 Weekly	 Laura	Calder	  
core	muscle	strength

Toddler Group For	children	0-3	and	their	carers.	 Thursday	 10am/2pm	 Weekly	 Susan	Dyer	  
Fun,	friendship	and	a	snack	 Margaret	Donaldson	

Trinity Nursery Pre-school	morning	nursery	 Mon-Fri	 9am	to	 Weekdays	 Pam	Johnston	
for	2.5	to	5	year	olds	 12.10pm

Wardie Guild Meets	in	the	New	Hall,	varied	and	 Wednesday	 10.15am	 Fortnightly	 Maureen	Kelly	  
interesting	programme	 to	12.00pm

Wardie Ladies Meet,	talk	and	enjoy	a	drink.	All	ladies	welcome!	 Quarterly	 Hilda	Stewart	

Wardie Players Amateur	dramatics	for	all	ages	 Varies	 Varies	 Varies	 Margaret	Robinson	

Wardie Walkers	 Walking	group.	Bring	waterproof	clothes,	 Wednesday	 1pm	 Monthly	 Linda	and	  
a	drink	and	a	snack	 Douglas	Coghill

Youth Choir Everyone	aged	5-18	who	loves	to	 Sunday	 9.45	to	 Weekly	 Alison	Preston	  
sing	is	welcome	 10.30am

Zumba Fitness	and	fun!	 Wednesday	 10am	 Weekly	 Suzanne	Ebel	  
Saturday	 9.15am	 Weekly	 Suzanne	Ebel	

Guide Movement

Rainbows Wednesday	 5.15pm	 Weekly	 Sarah	Matthews	 	

Rainbows Thursday	 5pm	 Weekly	 Anne	Hamilton	

Brownies Tuesday	 6pm	 Weekly	 Christel	Baudere	

Brownies Wednesday	 6pm	 Weekly	 Cara	Hunter	 brownieswardie125
@hotmail.com

Guide Unit Thursday	 7.15pm	 Weekly	 Isabella	Childs	

1st Edinburgh Northeast Scout Group 

Beavers Friday	 5.30pm	 Weekly	 Ann	Watson	

Cubs Friday	 6.30pm	 Weekly	 Fiona	Bennett	 1enecubs
@gmail.com

Scouts Friday	 7.30pm	 Weekly	 Andrew	Hyder	

Wardie Church Website - www.wardie.org.uk
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Worship at Wardie  

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE for contributions for the October edition of News at Wardie: Saturday 9th September.

Please send contributions to Cathy Ballantine at news@wardie.org.uk

Printed by Barr Printers Limited, East Old Dock Building, 6 Dock Place, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6LU

August 2017
27th        11.00am         Ecumenical Gala Service  

“Fake News vs Good News”

September 2017 
3rd       10.30am         Morning Service

(kidz@wardie and Network
start back)

6th       8.30pm          Midweek Communion

10th     9.15am          Prayer Breakfast 

10.30am         Guild Dedication Service

13th     8.30pm         Midweek Communion

17th     9.15am        Prayer Breakfast 

10.30am         Morning Service

20th      8.30pm           Midweek Communion

24th     9.15am           Prayer Breakfast

10.30am         Morning Service with Holy  
Communion

27th     8.30pm           Midweek Communion

Finally, the time has come for us to shout from every Trinity 
rooftop about the exciting line-up we have planned at the Trinity 
Community Gala 2017. We hope that our fun-filled programme 
has appeal for every age and inclination. Calling all canines for 
this year’s famous dog show; come to stock up on home baking; 
show your sporting prowess in multi-sports, tennis or bowling 
taster sessions; find out about Trinity’s local history or simply sit 
back, listen to the music and enjoy the Gala fun. 

This is the fourth biennial Gala event we have held (see pictures 
of the last Gala below) and, in addition to the amazing input 
and commitment shown by our congregation, it now enjoys 
the support of so many local businesses and organisations – a 
reflection that community is important to us all. This is about a 
united celebration of the spirit of our community and all it has to 
offer. So please do join us for some fun, fun, fun!

Professional All-Day Music Workshop
Saturday 23rd September 10am–4pm

Wardie Church will be welcoming back the well-known jazz 
musician, musical educator, radio presenter, composer, performer 
and workshop leader Richard Michael. Working with a harvest theme 
the workshop will give opportunity to play, explore, break down and 
improvise different styles of music – including hymns. 

Suitable for those aged 8 upwards and for all instruments and 
abilities. A great opportunity for a fun-filled day with great teaching 
and to see music in a new way.

£20 for the day (discretionary fund available: see Margaret Donaldson 
or Ute).

Please bring a packed lunch. Juice, tea, coffee and biscuits provided. 

For more information or to book a place get in touch via the church 
office: churchoffice@wardie.org.uk

Wanted! Donations for the Harvest Service 
It’s another Harvest Festival and we want to celebrate in style.
Cabbages, onions, apples or pears, beans or potatoes – if you have 
any fruit or vegetables in your garden or on your allotment, please 
contact the church office and bring them along to the church before 
9.30am on Sunday 1st October 2017. Nothing will go to waste. After 
the service, all the items you have donated will go to an Edinburgh 
charity.                                                                                       Ute  

u  u  u  u  GALA FUN IS HERE AGAIN!  u  u  u  u

News at Wardie Sept 17.indd   6 11/08/2017   16:33




