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Harvesttime is a time of taking 
stock. Looking at all that has 
grown and matured at Wardie 
over the course of the last year, 
I’m reminded of an image Jesus 
used to describe the force for 
good that is at work behind the 
scene. It is handed down to us 
in the gospel of Mark 4: 27ff in 
a modern translation: “God’s 

kingdom is like seed thrown on a field by a man who then 
goes to bed and forgets about it. The seed sprouts and 
grows – he has no idea how it happens. The earth does it 
all without his help: first a green stem of grass, then a bud, 
then the ripened grain. When the grain is fully formed, he 
reaps – harvest time!” Of course we all know how much 
work goes into farming of any kind. It’s non-stop. And yet, 
a farmer once told me that every time he walks through 
his fields of wheat, barley and rye ready to be harvested, 
he is struck with a sense of awe and the realisation that 
the rich growth is not the result of his hard work alone. 
“All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above”, 
the chorus of the harvest hymn goes. In looking ahead to 
this harvest season, I want to begin with a litany of thanks. 
Many thanks for a fantastic Trinity Community Gala! Many 
thanks to the organizers of the events at Wardie Parish 
Church on Saturday and Lomond Park on Sunday – who 
never charge for time nor effort it takes to make the Gala 
such an enjoyable event, to provide the sound and stage, 
the stalls, the publicity, the dancing and singing and brass 
sound; many thanks for those who ran the stalls, for the 
displays in the halls; many thanks to those who entertained 
us with a Grimm play and quizzes; many thanks for all 
donations that went to Fresh Start; and three cheers to 
Porto & Fi for delicious food and generous donation of all 
the profits. Many thanks to all whom I have not mentioned 
by name since there is simply not enough space. 
I want to continue with special vote of thanks to our joint 
session clerks Judith Morrison and Graeme Trotter for the 
many years of service they have given to Wardie. They 
did not know what awaited them when they agreed to 
lead the congregation through a very special time. But 
they have risen to the challenge of a local church review 
followed by a vacancy followed by constitutional change 
with much style, patience, gracefulness and hard work.  
We are grateful to them (and their families) for their 
commitment and enthusiasm which they will continue to 
express in different ways now that our new joint session 
clerks, Paul Mitchell and Heather McHaffie, have started 
their work.  

www.wardie.org.uk

TAKING STOCK As we take stock and celebrate harvesttime here in our 
community at Wardie and in our personal lives, may we 
continue to enjoy what God enables to grow and mature, 
asking in the words of Reinhold Niebuhr:

God, give us grace to accept with serenity
the things that cannot be changed, 
Courage to change the things which should be changed,
and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.
Ute

A brilliant weekend

Trinity Community 
Gala took place on 
26th & 27th August, 
and it was an amazing 
event. See page 3 for a 
full list of credits, and 
www.wardie.org.uk 
for more photos.

Cabbages, onions, apples or pears, beans or potatoes – if 
you have any fruit or vegetables in your garden or on your 
allotment, please contact the church office and bring them 
along to the church before 9.30am on Sunday 1st October. 
After the service, all items will go to an Edinburgh charity.
Ute  

Wanted! Donations for the Harvest Service 
It’s another Harvest Festival and we want to celebrate in style.
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Church Register
Admitted by Resolution of the Kirk Session:
Mo Brand
Robin Black

Deaths
Kenneth Borthwick 

Network’s annual autumnal weekend away took place in early September at 
Lendrick Muir

WARDIE GUILD
11th October: Tom Kelly's presentation will be "A Plague on your 
Polio" – a personal account of the funny and serious side of how 
a scourge of the 1940s and 1950s was treated and conquered. 

25th October: Sister Isabel Smyth will join us and talk on the 
subject of "Interfaith Journeys." Isabel has been involved in the 
Interfaith Journeys group from its start. The group consists of 
representatives from many faiths who discuss difficult issues so 
that they can find ways to work together. 

8th November: There will be a concert in aid of our project....
Haiti. It is called Musical High Jinx and stars Margaret Donaldson 
and Jenny Logan for a morning of music and song. This is an open 
meeting and entry is free but we hope that the audience will give 
a generous retiring donation towards our project. The poor souls in 
Haiti have not yet recovered from the terrible earthquake in 2010 
and now are being hit by severe hurricanes. Please make a note of 
this date in your diary.                    Wendy Sodergren

Wardie Walkers Wednesday 4th October
Charleston and Limekilns starting at Clark Rd cycle-path entrance 
at 10.00am. Transport by car share. Wear warm clothing, stout 
shoes and bring lunch. Concluding at Limekilns Church Tea 
Room. No need to book, just come. Led by Fiona Campbell.

Read our Wardie Walkers walk reports on www.wardie.org.uk!

To Absent Friends
Every year from 1st–7th November there is a Scottish event entitled 
To Absent Friends (www.toabsentfriends.org.uk). During this week 
Wardie Church will be open on Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd, Saturday 
4th November from 10am–12 noon for people to be able to come 
and spend a quiet time reflecting on their dear ones who are no 
longer with them. Please ring the bell at the Netherby Road entrance 
to the halls for access. There will be a table next to the Book of 
Remembrance in the Sanctuary. Congregation members are invited 
to put memorabilia of those no longer with them on the table, or 
perhaps just write the name of their absent friend on a remembrance 
symbol which will then be displayed near the table.

The minister will be available on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd between 
11am and 12 noon if anyone would like to speak to her.

Pastoral Care – what, who and how?
Saturday 4th November 10am–3pm

An interactive day exploring:
• what pastoral care may be
• assets or abilities for providing sensitive pastoral care
• barriers to providing person-centred pastoral care
and offering tools to utilise in pastoral care practice.
A willingness to reflect on our own life experience with others is re-
quired to enjoy and benefit most from participating in this day. 
The workshop is restricted to 12 people. To register, please contact
pastoral@wardie.org.uk or phone the church office 551 3847.
Ewan Kelly, the facilitator, is a visiting Professor at the Academic Centre 
for Practical Theology, University of Leuven, a pastoral supervisor for 
ministers and healthcare chaplains and provides pastoral education. He 
has written several books including Personhood and Presence: Self as a 

Resource for Pastoral and Spiritual Care.

Bereavement Support
Thursday 2nd November 7.30–9.00pm New Hall

“I never know what to say; I just feel so helpless”
A discussion group to begin an exploration of ways to understand 
and support those who are grieving.  Numbers will be limited to 20 
and it is not recommended for someone who has suffered a close 
personal loss in the past year.  
Facilitated by Cathy Backett (counsellor) and Ian Davey (retired GP) 
To book a place please email pastoral@wardie.org.uk 

All together at Lendrick Muir

OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH CHURCH
A monthly opportunity for people from the local community to 
meet and enjoy each other’s company, welcome newcomers to 
the district, or keep in touch with old friends. Meetings are at 
7.30pm, usually in the small hall and open to all ages and sexes.

Monday 30th October Ian Davey will tell us about his travels.
Contact person: Christine Shepherd. 
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“Give to Grow”:
2017 Season of Money

Dear Members and Friends,

This year we are trying to increase financial giving to Wardie 
Church. 

I would like to give a very big thanks to all of you that have 
increased your giving, those that have started giving on a regular 
basis and to those that continue to support us. 

Wardie Church is funded by its members. It does not receive 
regular funding from local or national government, or the Church 
of Scotland.

We are very aware of the different pressures placed on people’s 
time, talent and money. However, if you have not recently 
increased your giving we are still in the Season of Money and 
would be very grateful if you could consider it. 

In considering your giving I would ask you to think of what Wardie 
Church gives to this community and the facilities it provides to so 
many groups (more than 20). It is such an important focus and 
asset, and our area would be much poorer without it. 

Income and running costs
In 2016 Wardie Church had income of £188,077. However, the 
costs of running the church are considerable. Here are some 
figures for a typical year:  

• Running Wardie Church (excluding the value of volunteer
time): £0.34 a minute/£494.59 a day/£181,018 a year

• Ministry and Mission money to the Church of Scotland:
£236.39 a day/£86,282 a year

• Insurance and council tax: £24.07 a day/£8786 a year

Gift Aid and its importance to Wardie Church
At church you’ll often hear people speaking of Gift Aid. It’s a 
means through which people who pay income tax can give some 
of that tax to a registered charity. Gift Aid allows Wardie Church 
to claim an extra 25% of any donation – at no cost to the donor – 
providing more income for the Church.

In 2016:
• £26,619 was claimed back from HMRC on Gift Aided

donations to Wardie Church. This represented 14% of the
Church’s income.

• Gift Aid income was the second highest source of income for
Wardie Church.

• Without this money Wardie Church would have had a deficit
of £19,560.

Increasing your giving is simpler than you might think
Setting up a standing order is easy and helps the volunteers who 
administer our finances. If you pay income tax and wish to Gift 
Aid, arranging this is easy. I or anyone on the Season of Money 
Stewardship team can help you with all these points.

If you would like to consider leaving money to Wardie Church as a 
legacy please contact me for advice on ways of doing that. 

Grant Ballantine, 
Stewardship Convenor
grantb600@gmail.com

Other members of this campaign
you can contact are: Frances Mackinnon, 
Pamela Jack and Adam Gillingham.

Hurrah
for the Gala!

It was just fantastic – and so rewarding for everyone involved – to 
see so many people come along to the Gala and enjoy all that was 
on offer…most importantly, of course, each other’s company. 
What starts with a few bods sitting around a table flourishes into 
a web of activity and so it seems appropriate to sign off with 
closing credits.

For making Saturday 26th happen in our church halls thanks go 
to –

Gordon Hay, Elizabeth McLuckie, Rosemary Philip, John Brown, 
Susan Dyer, all who helped with teas and coffees, Tom Kelly, 
Bernulf Clegg, Mo Brand, Heather McHaffie, Christine Shepherd 
and most of all Margaret Robinson, who masterminded the event!

Sunday 27th happened thanks to –

• Great performances by the Children's Theatre; Edinburgh
Brass Band; Cloggers, Pipers, Zumba, Wardie Players and
Storytelling in the Tepee

• Stall holders which included – Wardie Ladies Baking, face
painting, the Brownies, Trinity & Leith Chiropractic, Botanical
Gardens, Electric Cycle Company, Gail Littlejohn, Crossreach, 
St Columba's Hospice, Inverleith-St Serf's Church, Inverleith-
St Serf's Players, Lomond Park Trustees, Hubbub, Sing in
the City, Trinity Community Council, Changeworks, KJ Bell,
Claire Arbuthnot, Lorna Kelly and Isla, Meg's Home Kitchen,
Traidcraft, Guild-Open Door, Gourmet Dog Food, Friends of
Starbank Park, Organic Vegetables and Indonesian Goods.

…and if we were to pick a few out from the crowds, we would 
like to thank –

• The inimitable Christine Shepherd who frankly pulled every
Gala string together

• Porto & Fi for providing burgers and other refreshments and
donating their profits (£660) to the Gala

• Murray Beith Murray for their sponsorship and for helping
with publicity

• Nordic Outdoors for lending a marquee and tepee free of
charge

• Trevor Garlick for organising the sound system
• Stephen Green and his team for their combined muscle

power used to transport equipment and construct the
platform

• Keir Mitchelmore for running the infamous dog show
• Pippa Johnstone for organising the kidz sports
• The Scout Group and in particular Ann Watson for serving

ice cream
• Others who loaned marquees and gazebos: Antonia Boyce,

Marjory Burns, Pamela Jack, Mhairi Jarvis and Ian Mann
• The bunting bunch and the grassy geezers for decorating

and tidying the park
• Lindsay Wallace for supplying drinks
• Water Babies for donating baby swimsuit prizes
• Police Scotland for lending us two community officers
• Crewe Toll Fire Station for bringing along a fire engine
• …the sunshine for its continued support!

Your contribution no matter how large or small was invaluable…
we all made it happen – thank you. We look forward to seeing you 
again in 2019…       Trinity Community Gala Committee
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1st 10.30am “Too Good for the Bin” Harvest  
service for the whole church  
with the uniformed organisations

4th 8.30pm Midweek Communion 

8th 9.15am Prayer Breakfast 

10.30am Morning Service

3.00 – 5.00pm     Messy Church

11th 8.30pm  Midweek Communion

15th 9.15am   Prayer Breakfast 

10.30am Morning Service (kidz@wardie on 
holiday)

18th 8.30pm Midweek Prayer

22nd 9.15am Prayer Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service “In Loving Memory” 
(kidz@wardie on holiday)

25th  8.30pm Midweek Communion

29th 9.15am Reflective Communion 

10.30am Morning Service

2017 Council of Churches charity lecture 
Edinburgh Weekend Club: 

Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees 
8th October, 7.30pm, Wardie Church Hall

Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees (SFAR) seeks to co-
ordinate and promote action by faith communities in Scotland 
in supporting asylum seekers and refugees. Its new Edinburgh 
Weekend Club aims to respond to the social isolation 
experienced by many refugees, asylum seekers and new 
migrants arriving in Scotland by creating an atmosphere of 
welcome. 

The speaker, Wendy Pearson, has been fully engaged in setting 
up and organising the weekend club.

St Columba's Hospice Playpacks for Visiting Children
Several years ago the chaplaincy team at St Columba's launched an 
initiative to provide a Playpack for each child visiting the hospice.  These 
have proved to be very popular with our young visitors. Over the years a 
number of local churches have contributed to the packs and we hope that 
this might be something that the congregation and local groups using 
Wardie Church might be interested in supporting. The packs are a gift to 
the children, something that they can keep in their relative's room and 
use whenever they visit. The following items may be included:

Colouring books, felt pens, wax crayons, coloured pencils, stickers and 
sticker books, pencils, pens and rubbers, notebooks, puzzle books (to suit 
different ages), seasonal items (e.g. Christmas or Easter colouring sheets).

We cannot accept things like paint, glitter, glue or plasticine (for obvious 
reasons!) but anything donated that we cannot use will be passed to the 
shops to sell, so nothing will be wasted.

The items we need do not cost much and are the sort of things that might 
be purchased to put in a party bag or similar.  If this is something you 
would like to support then the chaplaincy team at the hospice would be 
very grateful. You can leave items for donation in a dedicated box next to 
the other collection boxes near the main entrance of the church. 
Suzie Stark, chaplain at St. Columba’s Hospice

Flowers in Church
Should I name here the ladies who help me to make flowers 
happen all year round? Maybe I should – but – you know who 
you are!! Thanks so much.

Below are those who donate money (or flowers) for a particular 
week and any extra is used to buy what are called ‘sundries’ 
– better known as tissue paper, ribbon, oasis advent rings and 
flowers for other weeks and so on!

Please do get in touch with me if you would like to donate for 
a special date or just – donate! Sheila Mann

July 30   Karen Bothwell Aug 20   Gill and Chris Stead
Sept 3    Sheila Watson Sep 10   The Guild
Sep 17 Rosie Orr Sep 24   John Hackland
Oct 1 Rose Chalmers Oct 22   Jim Tolmie
Nov 5   Mairi Wilkie      Nov  19   Ian Mann
Dec 3    Jean Temple

Edinburgh Eco-congregation Network Invitation 

Monday 2nd October at Lauriston Hall, 7.30pm. 

"From Auchtermuchty to Xanadu" 

A Tattie Talk by John Marshall (seen on Gardener's World)
followed by a Tattie Supper. Booking and transport

with heathermchaffie@hotmail.com

2017 Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal
Already several of our faithful supporters and organisations have 
filled shoe boxes, all beautifully wrapped and filled with delightful 
gifts. In a recent newsletter from Blythswood the CEO writes:

“Your gifts make them feel like human beings again and show 
that they are valued by someone. Children who are sick, old 
people who have no one to hold their hands, teenagers denied an 
education, all these  and many more have been touched by your 
lovingly prepared gifts. By putting together a gift for a stranger in 
need, you have recognised our common humanity. Why should 
they too not experience the simple pleasures that we take for 
granted, of washing with a nice bar of soap or putting on a  cosy 
new scarf.”

If you have never filled a shoe box I can assure you it is one of 
the nicest  things to do in the run up to Christmas. The boxes 
have to be ready for collection by November 5th, but I am happy 
to receive them before that date. I still have a plentiful supply of 
leaflets giving you the list of what to put in the boxes.

Kate Clegg 
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