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November is the final month in the 
liturgical rhythm of the church year 
and traditionally the time when 
the readings and hymns focus 
on things eternal. Not quite as far 
looking ahead but still significant 
for the future of the Kirk is the 
announcement that the Rev. Susan 
Brown has been chosen as the 

next Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland. You may remember her better as the minister of 
Dornoch Cathedral who married Madonna and Guy Ritchie
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THE FUTURE STARTS HERE and baptised their son Rocco. When she will take on the role of 
Moderator, the Kirk will look back on 50 years since the ordination 
of the first woman to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. It is 
hard to believe that it took the protestant churches until the 20th 
century to reach this decision. Here at Wardie, the future has 
already begun for our new joint session clerks, Heather McHaffie 
and Paul Mitchell. In September they took the oath de fideli 
administratione. If you want to know what this means and how 
they will share their duties, don’t hesitate to speak to them. They 
have patiently answered some of my questions below and are 
looking forward to engaging with yours.

Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers as we step into 
the future God holds for us.

Ute

Heather McHaffie
What attracted you to Wardie?
Around thirty years ago I visited 
all the local churches and chose 
to come to Wardie as I was so 
warmly welcomed. It was easy 
to get involved and my closest 
friends are in the church.
If someone was looking for you 
on a Sunday morning during the 
service where would they need to look?
On Sunday morning I am usually sitting down the front 
with the choir (best view!) Look for the smallest soprano 
in the front row. I greatly enjoy our practices so ably led by 
Margaret Donaldson
What do you do when you’re not at church?
Now retired, I frequently go into ‘work’ at the Botanic 
Garden where I advise on the conservation of Scottish 
plants. As a teacher turned ecologist I am still involved in 
teaching students at the Botanics as well as my own plant 
identification courses and talks to horticultural clubs and 
societies. At home I love working in my garden. My three 
brothers have grown-up children and I frequently entertain 
great-nieces and nephews. I help my brother Ian with data 
entry for the contents of containers sent out by Edinburgh 
Direct Aid to countries such as Bosnia and Syria. 
You have been involved in new initiatives at Wardie. 
I have always been interested in environmental issues 
and was glad when we became an eco-congregation. We 
have worked our way up to the third and most advanced 
award and in addition I coordinate events for the Edinburgh 
network of eco-congregations. A progression for Wardie 
came with the Climate Challenge fund when we thought up 
ways to engage the congregation by enhancing our lives and 
the environment. We saw many benefits from this including 
the enjoyable Wardie Walkers group and the Open Gardens 
scheme. Like most people, I am on lots of rotas and working 
with people is a great way to get to know them better.

I recently became more involved with Messy Church and bring 
a little nephew. I love the diversity of worship in Wardie and the 
many ways that we can join in.
What previous experience will be helpful to you in your new 
role as joint session clerk?
Over the years I have served on different committees with 
botanical societies, managing a field centre, a biodiversity 
group, and most recently as Clerk to the Congregational Board.
What role do you think Wardie (and the church) should play in 
our community?
I think Wardie church plays an important part as a focus for 
the local community. Many people use the halls but possibly 
don’t think of us as any more than a convenient location, but 
would they miss us if we were not here? I would like to think 
so and hope that we, with our message, can be an essential, 
recognised, part of the community.
If you could say it with an image, what do you like most about 
Wardie?
Passing Wardie at night I love to see the burning bush window 
in the New Hall lit up, a little light shining out into the darkness. 
We need to share that light with others.

Paul Mitchell
What attracted you to Wardie?
My family and I were members 
of St James in Portobello but 
took the decision that we 
would move closer to home 
when it was agreed that the 
churches of Portobello & 
Joppa would unite to form a 
single congregation.  It was 
a hard decision to leave our 

church family and move but it was the right time to do so. 
As Adam and Sam were holiday club regulars at Wardie 
and Adam was already at Network it made sense to join 
Wardie. Continued on p. 2
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To Absent Friends
Every year from 1st to 7th November there is a Scottish event 
entitled To Absent Friends (for more details see www.
toabsentfriends.org.uk/). During this week Wardie Church will be 
open on Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th November 
from 10am to 12pm for people to be able to come, if they so 
wish, and spend a quiet time reflecting on their dear ones who 
are no longer with them. Please ring the bell at the Netherby Road 
entrance to the halls for access. There will be a table next to the 
Book of Remembrance in the Sanctuary.  Congregation members 
are invited to put memorabilia of those no longer with them on the 
table, or perhaps just write the name of their absent friend on a 
remembrance symbol which will then be displayed near the table.

The minister will be available on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd 
between 11am and 12pm if anyone would like to speak to her.

During the week there will be an exhibition in the Sanctuary 
supplied by ‘Good life, Good death, Good grief’.

If someone was looking for you on a Sunday morning during the service 
where would they need to look?
I have sat in various places and that has allowed me to meet different 
people. I am always through in the hall for coffee after the service so if 
we haven’t met, please come over and say hello.

What do you do when you’re not at church?
I have two jobs. My passion is being a sports commentator and 
broadcaster. I work across a variety of sports, mainly for the BBC, and 
have been blessed to have travelled extensively doing this. I am also the 
Church Facilitator at Palmerston Place Church which essentially involves 
managing the building, running the office and managing the caretaking 
staff. At PPC I work with a great group of people.

You have been involved in new initiatives at Wardie. Can you tell us a little 
bit about these and why they matter to you?
I am keen to develop activities that allow people to come together outside 
of worship, get to know each other better and develop their friendships. 
As part of the ‘Season of Talent’ programme I was on the steering 
group and also organised a couple of ‘Sporting Conversation’ evenings. 
Future ‘Sporting Conversation’ evenings are planned and these will be 
combined with other the informal activities aimed previously aimed at 
mens’ fellowship. As a result ‘4MEN’ has been launched which will be a 
combination of activities covering ‘fellowship, food, faith and fun’. Some 
of these we will use for outreach across the wider parish.

What previous experience will be helpful to you in your new role as joint 
session clerk?
I have experience of being session clerk at my previous church so have a 
good understanding of the role and what it involves. I also have a business 
background which involved people and project management and this will 
help with the planning aspects that I will be helping to look after.

What role do you think Wardie (and the church) should play in our 
community?
As well as being the central point for the faith community we should also 
be reaching out to the wider parish to share the message of the gospels. 
It is not easy for someone with little or no church connection to come to 
church and we must continue to ensure that Wardie continues to be a 
welcoming place. We should not simply be seen a source of cheap hall 
hire but seek to engage with people.

If you could say it with an image, what do you like most about Wardie?
I would use a smile. Wardie is a warm and inclusive place with a real 
energy and a willingness to serve.

Sporting Conversations
Thursday, 2nd November at 7.30pm

In Conversation with James Bee

James is a former FIFA Assistant Referee and was on the International list for over a decade. He officiated in Scotland for 
25 years including Edinburgh & Old Firm derbies and major cup finals. James is currently one of Scotland’s foremost after-
dinner speakers. Come and hear James in conversation with Paul Mitchell and get an insight into the world of football from 
an official viewpoint.

Church Register
Admitted by Resolution of the Kirk Session

Clare Hillcoat

Deaths
13th August  Dr James (Jimmy) Smith
30th August Kenneth Borthwick
1st October Lana Macdougall

The Future Starts Here: Paul Mitchell ... continued



On 8th November there will a concert in aid of our Guild project 
when Margaret Donaldson and Jenny Logan will give us a morning 
of music and song entitled Musical High Jinx. This is an open 
meeting and entry is free and but we hope that the audience will 
give a generous retiring donation towards our Haiti project. We will 
start as usual with coffee at 10.15am.

On 22nd November I am giving an illustrated talk on my holiday in 
Sirmione, Lake Garda with perhaps a few pictures from St Anton in 
the Austrian Tyrol as well!

The Edinburgh Presbyterial Council have arranged a meeting in 
Wardie at 11am on 6th December when the speaker will be Ruth 
Davidson MSP. Everyone is welcome to come along.

Just an early reminder that our Christmas lunch is on 13th December 
in the New Hall... a date to put in your diary!

 Wendy Sodergren

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Those of us on the Wardie Baking Stall on 29th September 
would like to thank all the lovely people who donated produce 
for our baking stall and those who supported the coffee event. 
The final total was £802, a magnificent result. The baking 
stall contributed £202.10 of the final amount, then on Harvest 
Sunday we sold the remaining goodies but were joined by the 
Girl Guides who had added a table laden with delicious home 
baking and a team of willing servers. The arrival of the Guides 
added an amazing further amount of £110, making Wardie’s 
contribution £310.10 in all. This will go to aid the work of the 
Macmillan team.

Thank you again from Susan, Ev and Sheila, A.K.A. Icing Queen, 
Soggy Bottom and Crumb Hoover.

Hello there!
Hi everyone, my name is Moira Taylor-
Smith and I am a first-year ministry 
candidate studying at New College. 
I have three daughters and live in 
Joppa where I grew up, but have 
previously lived on Ardnamurchan, in 
Anstruther, Dalkeith, Duns and latterly Lonformacus, returning 
to Edinburgh last year. I consider myself very fortunate to 
be placed at Wardie for my first placement with Ute as my 
supervisor and will be with you until Pentecost. I trained as a 
Life Assurance Underwriter and worked for many years in both 
Edinburgh and Lytham in this field but have had many other jobs 
including veterinary receptionist, Christian youth work, mental 
health support work and nursery worker. Until September 
30th I was employed by the Church of Scotland as a Pastoral 
Assistant at St David's Church in Broomhouse with Michael 
Mair who, I understand, many of you will remember from his 
time as Youth Worker with you. I loved this job which involved 
all aspects of pastoral care and worship leading, including 
conducting funeral services, bereavement services, children's 
work, pastoral support, preaching, and much more. It was a 
very warm congregation and hard to leave but God has called 
me into full-time ministry (a call I have heard since 1998 so not 
one I have rushed into) and I am very much looking forward to 
serving in Wardie and getting to know you all. As most of you 
will know as a student my involvement will be very much on a 
part-time basis but I will hopefully get to talk with the majority 
of you at some point. I was lucky enough to work with Mo at 
Berwickshire Christian Youth Trust in Duns many years ago and 
so at least know one person already. I do hope that I serve you 
well and hear God's voice strongly in the coming months.

Every blessing, Moira
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WARDIE GUILD

OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH CHURCH
A monthly opportunity for people from the local 
community to meet and enjoy each other’s company, 
welcome newcomers to the district, or keep in touch with 
old friends. Meetings are at 7.30pm, usually in the small 
hall and open to all ages and sexes.

Monday 27th November: Mo Brand, Wardie’s youth 
officer, will show us some crafts, and there will be a 
chance for you to test your creative skills 

Monday 11th December: Christmas party. For further 
details see Open Door noticeboard at the Netherby Road 
entrance 

Contact person: Christine Shepherd 

 Coming Soon...

Alternative Christmas Gifts 2017
Network will be selling their Alternative Christmas Gifts at coffee 
time every Sunday until Christmas starting on Sunday 5th 
November. This year we are supporting:

£10 Social Bite 
Your gift gives two homeless people in Edinburgh a hot meal. 

£16 Unicef 
Your gift would buy a vaccine cold box making sure that the life-
saving vaccines against diseases like polio, whooping cough and 
measles are kept cool enough to remain effective. This means that 
children in even the most remote places can be safe from disease.

£21 War child – Yemen Crisis Appeal 
The conflict in Yemen has left 1.5 million children facing starvation. 
It’s a race against time to save them. Your gift will provide life 
saving food for a family for 1 month. 
(In remembrance of Dave Shepherd who supported this charity)

£28 Christian aid – Hurricane Irma 
will help provide the hygiene essentials that a family desperately 
needs, supporting them as they recover after Hurricane Irma.

Please support these very important causes. All gifts will help raise 
funds for people in need.
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1st 8.30pm Midweek Communion 

5th 9.15am Prayer Breakfast 

10.30am Morning Service with baptism

8th 8.30pm Midweek Communion

12th 9.15am Prayer Breakfast 

10.30am Remembrance Service: “Your names 
are not forgotten” with the Wardie   
Junior and Senior Choirs

15th 8.30pm Midweek Communion

19th  9.15am Prayer Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service

3.00pm  Messy Church: “Body Parts”

22nd  No Midweek Communion or Prayer due to Kirk Session

26th 9.15am Reflective Communion (no Prayer 
Breakfast)

10.30am Morning Service

29th 8.30pm  Midweek Communion

Traidcraft often tell us about producers who have benefited from their 
support and from the Fairtrade premium.  Some of these producers’ photos 
are very familiar to me, so they come to feel like old friends: for example, 
Sonia (honey from Chile), Smrity (embroidered cards from Bangladesh), 
the Chilli Grandmas (Swaziland) or Joyce (sugar from Malawi).

Joyce Chibouro works for Kasinthula Cane Growers in Malawi.  You can 
find her photo on the Traidcraft noticeboard and her heart warming smile 
is enough to cheer your day.  Her village now has a borehole providing 
fresh water, so they don’t have to rely on water from the crocodile infested 
river.  They also have access to electricity for the first time.  “The fair trade 
programme is doing good things here, says Joyce.  “It is very exciting.  
We never believed this would be possible.”  She has high hopes for her 
son’s education.  His name is Chyembekezo, which means “waiting for 
something good”.  Don’t let her down!

Sad news…  There will be no more yoghurt raisins, long one of Traidcraft’s 
most popular products.  Traidcraft are every bit as disappointed as you 
will be.  The first manufacturer moved abroad and it took months to find 
another.  Then there were major packaging problems.  Now the second 
company is under new management and is simply not interested in 
producing yoghurt raisins.   Rosemary Philip

There are two Wardie Walkers outings in November,  
leaving the Christmas month free. Both start at the Clark 
Road cycle-path entrance at 10.00. Bring warm clothes, 
stout shoes and a packed lunch. 

Wednesday 1st November: House of Binns grounds and 
Blackness Castle for a car-share. Bring Historic Scotland 
cards. Led by Fiona Campbell and William Thomas.

Wednesday 29th November: Part of the Water of Leith. Led by each 
other.

Next year Linda and Douglas Coghill will be coordinating this group and 

suggestions are welcome for future venues to dwcoghill@aol.com 

Drop-In Advent
Saturday, 2nd December 

3–5pm Wardie Parish Church
It’s Christmas time. There’s no need to be afraid.

Come and join us for an afternoon filled with
Advent crafts, music, freshly made waffles. 

Make your own advent wreath, paper stars, angels and more. 

Throughout the afternoon, the church will be open for a quiet 
retreat space where you can simply rest and listen to

meditative music or engage silently in Advent stations.

Entrance free, donations and people of all ages welcome. 
Entrance at Netherby Road Door

Come and join us for a short service on the 1st of Advent 
at Wardie Parish Church 

Sunday 3rd December at 3pm 
followed by seasonal refreshments in the Hall. 

All Seniors are welcome! 
For further information, if you need transport or know someone who 

would like to come, please contact Catriona at the church office. 
0131 551 3847 or churchoffice@wardie.org.uk

This service is dementia-friendly 

Advent Service for Seniors: “Visited by Angels”

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal
The last date for handing in shoe boxes is Sunday 5th 
November. Thank you to all who have already donated.  

Kate Clegg 

Facing the Reality of a Changing Climate
A unique opportunity to hear Katharine Hayhoe from North America, 
who is both a Christian and climate scientist named in TIME magazine's 
100 Most Influential People in the World 2014 and Fortune's 50 World's 
Greatest Leaders. She will be in conversation with Alastair McIntosh, 
Scotland's celebrated author and human ecologist, in a discussion 
chaired by leading mediator John Sturrock QC, at CCE The King's Hall, 
Edinburgh November 19th at 7pm. More information: Heather McHaffie 
h.mchaffie@hotmail.com

Meet Joyce


