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These words stare at me from 
the cover of Stephen Cottrell’s 
book. In the subtitle, there is the 
promise of an ‘Advent Calendar 
with a Difference’ to be found 
inside. It certainly is a novel idea. I 
wonder what your reaction is to ‘Do 
nothing, Christmas is coming’? At 
first, it made me laugh and belittle 
the thought. Then I warmed to the 

idea. Would it not be nice to do nothing and wait for Christmas 
to come? Advent is the busiest time of the year for many of 
us. There are gifts to be bought, many, not just one. There are 
cards to be written. This year, we really are going to get our 
Christmas round robin finished before Hogmanay, I hope! We 
still must order our Caring Christmas tree from Bethany Trust 
and pick it up. Last year we almost forgot, because we were 
all so busy. Do nothing, Christmas is coming is beginning 
to sound like a very attractive invitation. Maybe I should give 
it a try and take Advent for what it is: a time of waiting. It is 
not easy having to wait. 

We live in times of great impatience. We like everything to 
happen within an instant. Instant coffee, instant soup, instant 
justice. But some things just take time. After a long forest 
walk on a Sunday, our parents would take us to an inn for a 
meal. By the time we arrived, we were very hungry. The food 
smelled delicious, only it was on other people’s plates. Once 
we had put in our order, we tried to make the time pass by 
more quickly by telling jokes or stories. But it was hard. “How 
long do you think we still have to wait?” we would ask. My 
father tried to comfort us, explaining that the longer the food 
takes, the better it will taste. Waiting is hard, but it’s worth it.

Do nothing, Christmas is coming is a reminder that Advent 
is the time when we wait for God to arrive in our lives. The 
message is written clearly throughout the Old and New 
Testament. In the book of Isaiah (45:8) God announces:

Look, I am about to do something new;  
even now it is coming. Do you not see it? 
Indeed, I will make a way in the wilderness, rivers in the 
desert.

There are many people waiting in our world for God’s justice 
to enter their lives. On 3rd December, the first Sunday in 
Advent, you can bring Christmas gifts for children affected 
by imprisonment to the church. This initiative is based on 
a direct contact with Saughton prison. The children, whose 
mother or father are spending time in prison, are waiting 
for better days to come. Many refugees are waiting for the 
day when they can return home. They may have to wait a 
very long time indeed. To all of them and to those who feel 
helpless in the face of growing debt, of loneliness, to all who 
cannot see a way through the wilderness or the desert of 
their life, God promises his arrival.

DO NOTHING, CHRISTMAS IS COMING Do nothing, Christmas is coming. Advent is a time of waiting 
expectantly for God to come to our door, our workplace, our 
sickbed in hospital or at home, into situations of uncertainty, 
when we are confused, upset and in need of someone to give 
us hope. Maybe God is already with us, but we are far too busy 
to recognise him.

Wherever we find ourselves this Advent and Christmas waiting 
for God to arrive, may God’s joy and peace dawn on us,

Ute

Christmas Gifts
Please help continue Wardie's long tradition of 
generously supporting the children of families affected 
by imprisonment by providing gifts for distribution at 
Christmas. These will be gratefully received at the 
morning service on Sunday 3rd December. Gifts 
for children of any age are welcome, wrapped in 
Christmas paper 
and either marked, 
or with a detachable 
label, to indicate 
the gender and 
age of the child for 
whom the gift is 
appropriate.

Thank you for your support.
The Pastoral Team

WARDIE
PLAYERS 
PRESENT

Dickens’ Children
A One-Act Play by Nick Warburton

Performances in Wardie Church Hall 
At 7.30pm on January 4th, 5th, 6th

Tickets available from:
Church Office 551 3847

ON SALE AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP FROM DECEMBER 3RD

Adults £5, Children £3, Family Ticket (2 Adults 2 Children) £13 
Suitable for children and adults aged 8 and over
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Church Register

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2017

Off the Roll by Transference Certificate
Mary Bell
Elspeth Cherry

Baptisms
5th November
Rory and Blair Willis, sons of Clare and Robbie 

Last week Ev and I managed to fit 131 filled shoe boxes 
and other carrier bags full of extras  into the back of my 
car. Not a lot of room left for the driver!

Thank you so very much to everyone who filled the 
boxes. We had a wonderful response this year and all of 
the 131 boxes were so carefully and thoughtfully filled 
with amazing presents.

Thank you also to those who did beautiful knitting and  
gave gifts of money and thank you again to Barbara who 
covered so many boxes so expertly.

We took the boxes to Craigmillar Park Church where there 
was a team of helpers checking the boxes and adding 
a bible story into the childrens' boxes and a calendar 
with bible texts for the adults. After being packed into 
large cartons the boxes will begin their often hazardous 
journey to Eastern Europe where they will be received 
with such joy by the recipients.

Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

Kate Clegg

Good Christians all rejoice! One of the first reforms of Martin Luther 
was to restore congregational singing. At Wardie, in the 500th year 
since the Reformation, we are going a step further: we invite you 
to choose the songs which we will sing on Christmas Eve morning 
and Christmas Day. 
It’s easy. You only need to vote for your favourite Christmas hymns 
on the lists provided in the pews and then post it in one of the 
specially designated boxes, either as you leave the church or in 
the Main Hall. 
And now to the twist: we also want to know which one is the 
favourite Christmas hymn of our various teams and groups 
from the Finance Team to Network, from Thursday Toddlers to 
the Property Team. If you are a member of any of these, please 
indicate this in the space provided on the sheet. 

Ute, minister

WARDIE GUILD
In our last meeting we had the pleasure of Jenny Logan and 
Margaret Donaldson entertaining us with Musical High Jinx. There 
was a large crowd  in the hall and lots of laughter and applause 
due to the humorous songs that were sung and the splendid piano 
accompaniment. It was a very happy morning and the sum of 
£409 was raised for our Guild Project. Thank you to everyone who 
came along and gave so generously.

On 6th December The Edinburgh Presbyterial Council have 
arranged a meeting in Wardie at 11am when the speaker will be 
Ruth Davidson MSP. Everyone is welcome to come along.

13th December is our Guild Christmas lunch in the New Hall so 
put on your party clothes and come at 12 noon for 12.30.  

Our first meeting in the New Year  is on 10th January and is 
Stories of Life, Learning and Laughter when the speaker will be 
Tom Gordon.

I wish all our members a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year.     Wendy Sodergren

Wardie’s Favourite Christmas Carols 2017 ...  
With a Twist!
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Prayer 
My house shall be called a House of Prayer for all people. 

Isaiah 56:7
The Church of Scotland‘s national prayer initiative “Together 
We Pray” is running until May 2018. The Kirk Session Worship 
Team has decided to pause the weekly Prayer Breakfast during 
this time and to review the different opportunities for prayer 
offered at Wardie. 

What is Prayer Breakfast? 
Each Sunday coffee, tea and croissants are available from 
9.15am in the Upper Hall. Usually there are 2 to 8 people who 
come along. 

At 9.30am the leader for that day starts us off with a reading 
from the Bible: either the Psalm for the day or one of the 
readings for the 10.30am service.  The same person leads the 
time of prayer, including prayers for the minister, all involved on 
the rotas and the service, the congregation, the children and 
leaders at Kidz@Wardie, other activities in the buildings, the 
local community. A time of open prayer follows: sometimes a 
sentence, sometimes a longer prayer and sometimes silence. 
There is no pressure at all to speak, it depends how each 
person feels at the time. 

The leader will then draw the time of prayer to a close, thanking 
God for hearing all our spoken and unspoken prayers and 
inviting all to join in saying the Lord’s Prayer.

Different Ways of Prayer
We each find some ways of praying more meaningful than 
others. We may keep a prayer journal, or enjoy praying as we 
walk in God’s creation; we may pray over a passage in our 
Bible, or over our diary or newspaper; we may find music (e.g. 
Taize) or an image helpful; Ignation prayer or Lectio divina may 
be our particular practice. Each and every way we choose to 
pray is important. There is a lovely description of prayer as “Our 
spiritual way of breathing”.

Please take time to look at the “Together We Pray” pages 
on the Church of Scotland website (www.churchofscotland.
org.uk/connect/together_we_pray) and also we would really 
appreciate any thoughts and ideas you have about prayer, 
prayer breakfast, any other opportunities for prayer at Wardie. 
Please let Ute or me know your thoughts and ideas.

“We ask for silver, and God longs to give us gold.” (Martin 
Luther)

Jane Scott

On sale every Sunday in the Main Hall at coffee time up until 
Christmas.

  Social Bite: £10 
This will provide a hot meal for two homeless people in Edinburgh.

Alternative Christmas Gifts 2017

  Christian Aid: £28
This will help provide the hygiene essentials that a family 
desperately needs, supporting them as they recover after 
Hurricane Irma in Haiti.

Please support 
Network in raising 
money to help 
these projects. 

  Unicef: £16 

Your gift would buy a vaccine cold box making sure that the life-
saving vaccines against diseases like polio, whooping cough and 
measles are kept cool enough to remain effective. This means that 
children in even the most remote places can be safe from disease.

Holy Nights 
Join us for a series of short services beside the Christmas tree 
every evening at 5pm at Wardie 
Parish Church, in the New Hall, from 
27th to 29th December. 
Every night, we explore a different 
theme of Christmas through sight or 
sound, in stories or other activities. 
Come and be surprised. There will be 
hot drinks and seasonal sweets on 
offer before we finish around 6pm. 

All are welcome! Entrance at the 
Netherby Rd Door. 

  War Child: £21
The conflict in Yemen has left 
1.5 million children facing 
starvation. It’s a race against 
time to save them. Your gift will 
provide life-saving food for a 
family for one month. 

(In remembrance of Dave 
Shepherd who supported this 
charity)
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Worship in Wardie, December 2017  

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE for contributions for the January edition of News at Wardie: Sunday 10th December.

Please send contributions to Cathy Ballantine at news@wardie.org.uk 

Printed by Barr Printers Limited, East Old Dock Building, 6 Dock Place, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6LU

3rd  10.30am  Morning Service on the 1st of Advent
3.00pm “Visited by Angels” Advent service for Seniors 

followed by seasonal refreshments
6th 8.30pm Midweek Communion
10th 10.30am Morning Service on the 2nd of Advent

2.00pm Service in Celebration of the 40th anniversary of  
St. Columba’s Hospice

13th 8.30pm Midweek Communion 
17th 10.30am Nativity Service with Kidz@Wardie and the Junior 

Choir
7.00pm Carol Party 

20th   8.30pm Midweek Communion
24th   10.30am Hark the Glad Sound – A Countdown to Christmas 

in words and music
6.00pm Christingle Service for the whole church family
11.15pm Watchnight Service

25th  10.30am Christmas Day Service (please bring along a 
Christmas gift no matter how young or old you are)

27th 5.00pm Holy Nights – a series of short services beside the  
to 29th Christmas tree followed by hot drinks and Christmas

sweets 
31st 10.30am Ring out the old – Hogmanay Service  

(kidz@wardie on holiday)

Come and join us for an afternoon filled
with Advent crafts, music, freshly made waffles. 

Make your own advent wreath, paper stars, 
angels and more. 

Throughout the afternoon, the church will be open
for a quiet retreat space where you can simply

rest and listen to meditative music or
engage silently in Advent stations.

Entrance free, donations and people
of all ages welcome. 

Entrance at Netherby Road Door

Come and join us for a short 
service on the 1st of Advent 

at Wardie Parish Church 
Sunday, 3rd December

at 3pm 

Family Carol Party
Sunday, 17th December at 7pm

in Wardie Parish Church

Please come along to celebrate the birth of Jesus,  
light of the world, the Christ Light. 
This service is suitable for all ages.

Drop-In Advent 
Saturday, 2nd December 

3–5pm Wardie Parish Church
It’s Christmas time. There’s no need to be afraid.

Christingle Service 
at Wardie Parish Church 

(please enter by the Netherby Road door)
on Christmas Eve at 6pm

Festive entertainment and carol singing.
All are most welcome.

Advent Service for Seniors: “Visited by Angels”

followed by seasonal refreshments in the Hall. 

All Seniors are welcome! 
For further information, if you need transport
or know someone who would like to come,

please contact Catriona  
at the church office. 

0131 551 3847 or churchoffice@wardie.org.uk
This service is dementia-friendly 
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