
May 2018

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Russian 
novelist and historian, was 
arrested in February 1945 while 
serving as a soldier at the Western 
Front line. The censors had found 
some disrespectful remarks about 
Stalin in the letters the young 
soldier had written to a school 
friend. In July that same year, he 
was sentenced to eight years in 

a detention camp. In one of his “miniatures”, Solzhenitsyn 
writes: 

“We were sawing firewood when we picked up an elm log 
and gave a cry of amazement. It was a full year since we had 
chopped down the trunk, dragged it along behind a tractor 
and sawn it up into logs, which we had then thrown on to 
barges and wagons, rolled into stacks and piled up on the 
ground - and yet this elm log had still not given up! A fresh 
green shoot had sprouted from it with a promise of a thick, 
leafy branch, or even a whole new elm tree.

We placed the log on the sawing-horse, as though on an 
executioner’s block, but we could not bring ourselves to bite 
into it with our saw. How could we? That log cherished life as 
dearly as we did; indeed, its urge to live was even stronger 
than ours.”

To be given a second chance can leave us with a wonderful 
feeling of relief. As the prophet Jonah found out, God is an 
expert in giving second chances. During five action-packed 
days of holiday club after Easter, a whale told his side of the 
story: how Jonah ran away when God wanted him to go to 
Niniveh, the ancient Assyrian city on the outskirts of modern-
day Mosul; how the whale saved Jonah from drowning in the 
sea when he made off in the direction of modern-day Spain; 
how Jonah realized in the whale’s belly that God is the God 
who cares for all people (and his whole creation, including 
animals), even for the people of Niniveh who had set out on 
a path of destruction. 

This ancient story is relevant in a new way for us today. 
During holiday club we looked closely at ways in which we 
behave selfishly, like the people of Niniveh, destroying the 
environment in which we live. We learned many new facts 
about the ocean and how to keep it free from plastic. We 
upcycled plastic milk containers and planted seed. But best 
of all, we had a whale of a time finding out about Jonah 
being given a second chance. Many thanks to the great 
number of helpers (photo on the right) and especially to 
Fiona Lane who helped to lead holiday club for the third 
year in a row! It was a truly intergenerational event. 
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A SECOND CHANCE The people of Niniveh changed their bad ways. It is never 
too late for us to improve our environmental record. But how 
ready are we to give others a second chance – provided 
they don’t mean us any harm? At the time of writing, a day 
after air strikes on Syrian chemical weapons depots, the 
political rhetoric between Western powers and Russia is 
getting ever more emotional and heated at the expense of 
rational thinking. Yet millions of people from different nations 
involved in this conflict as a consequence of the decisions of 
their respective governments want and need peace. It is time 
to remind our governments to do all they can to give peace a 
second and a better chance. As Jonah found out, God cares 
for us all.
May we act in the same way,
Ute

Open Gardens in Trinity 2018
Saturday, June 9th 2.00pm–5.00pm
Sunday, June 10th 2.00pm–5.00pm

Come and see some of the lovely gardens
in Trinity

More details in next month’s issue

Holiday Club 2018
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PRAYER CORNER
The Walk to Emmaus.  Luke 24 vv13-35

Lord, our mission is to witness for you!
to direct people’s attention towards your love,
to share the Good News that brings hope;
to live so that your glory is seen,
and the kingdom is glimpsed.

But Lord, I’m not sure if I have any gifts.
What can I do that someone else can’t do twice as well?
I’d only make a mess of things,
I’ve tried but I’m not good enough,
I can’t speak out in public; I can’t read well,
or give a moving testimony
They’d be silly to rely on me!

And then I remember –
you called weak and helpless people
to do your work,
you reminded them of their value;
that they were precious to you
They were important to your work
about telling the Good News of your love for all people.

And so –
I pray that you will take my helplessness,
my frustration, my energy, my willingness, my commitment
and use me to build up a small part of your Kingdom
here on earth.    Amen.

Mollie Fowler 
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Wardie Walkers
Wednesday 16th May
Loch Leven - Vane Farm

Meet Clark Road cycle path 
entrance at 10.00 a.m. for car 
share. Bring warm clothes, stout 
shoes and a packed lunch.

Led by Fiona Campbell

Church Register
On the Roll by Certificate of Transference
Rae Gibb 
Linda Gibb

Wardie Book of Remembrance
There are currently several names waiting to be added to 
the Book of Remembrance so hopefully the calligrapher 
will add those names over the summer months. If you 
would like to add a name to the book, forms are 
available from Kate Clegg. 

The cost of adding a name is £20.

News from Trinity Council of Churches 
At the January meeting it was decided that The Lent Study 
Groups would use the York course “On the Third Day” 
discussing the Resurrection.

We also arranged the services for Holy Week and the service 
for the Week of Christian Unity and World Day of Prayer.

We had feedback on the charity lecture with representatives 
from the Weekend Club: Scottish Faith Action for Refugees. 
This was not well attended, which was a shame as it seems a 
very worthwhile organisation. We decided to support the group 
by offering to host a meal in St James church after a visit to 
the Botanics. This has been decided for Saturday, 23rd June.

Please keep an eye out for more details. If you are interested 
in the ecumenical work of the Council  (only three committee 
meetings a year!) please contact me.  We should have three 
members from Wardie. I have served for 10 years and feel 
some new ideas would be welcome.

Barbara Purdie

Totals for Tilda and Recycling
So far (March) Wardie have had 24 large and 105 small cartridges 
recycled (and saved from landfill). This has generated £8 for 
Tilda Mission Hospital in India = 800 pennies or 790 rupees INR.

The cartridges are refilled or recycled and parts are re-used. 
Keep them coming!
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On Wednesday 9th May at 2.30pm we will have our Palm Court 
Tea in aid of Guild Funds and tickets will cost £5. Dressing up for 
this occasion is optional but we do hope that members will wear 
something suitable for a summer tea party!! This is our last official 
meeting of the Session.

Don’t be dismayed  by my last sentence as we will be having our 
Summer Coffee Bothy meetings in the New Hall on the following 
dates...

Wednesday 16th May from 10.15am and then the first and third 
Wednesdays of June, July and August and the first Wednesday 
in September.

Everyone is welcome to come along for tea/coffee and a chat with 
friends old and new.

Last but not least can I thank everyone who supported the Guild 
Coffee morning in March ... those who donated, those who 
bought, those who had tea and a blether and those who organised 
it.                                                                        Wendy Sodergren

WARDIE GUILD
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OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH CHURCH
A monthly opportunity for people from the local community to 

meet and enjoy each other’s company, welcome newcomers to 
the district, or keep in touch with old friends.  

Monday 28th May AGM: come along with all your ideas
for the programme for 2018-19

Contact person: Christine Shepherd
cmshepherd@blueyonder.co.uk

I am sad to say that my placement ends on Sunday 20th May 
and I will be moving on. I am not taking a summer placement 
this year but will start my next 25-week placement in August 
with Rev Stewart Weaver at Portobello & Joppa Parish Church 
which will give me the opportunity to live and work in the same 
parish. So, once my exams have finished on 21st May I will 
have a lot of time on my hands. 

I have had a wonderful time during my placement at Wardie 
and have felt very blessed by the warmth of welcome I 
received. It has been a joy to participate with you in weekly 
worship, bereavement training, pastoral training, seniors 
service, midweek communion, house group, Guild, holiday 
club, Advent reflection, and Holy Week to name but a few of the 
experiences I have had. You are such a strong, vibrant, talented 
congregation and there is a real sense of family…I am taking 
lots of helpful experiences on with me. I must particularly thank 
Ute whose creativity, faith and intelligent, reflective approach 
has taught me such a great deal. I pray that God blesses you 
all and please accept my sincere thanks. 

It’s goodbye from Moira

Milton Cottage Found!
Thanks to our local historian Gordon Hay, through his diligent 
investigation and with his grateful thanks to the staff of the 
Edinburgh and Scottish Collection of the Central Library, it seems 
that the former Milton Cottage (mentioned in last month’s edition) 
was next door to Hay Lodge, Lilliput Road. Both were demolished in 
1967 to build the flats at 100 East Trinity Road. 

Alexander Graham Bell’s family bought the two-bedroomed Milton 
Cottage as their holiday retreat from Charlotte Square in 1857 for 
£230. Hay Lodge, which had three bedrooms and a three-stalled 
stables, was sold for £800. The adjacent ground at Lilliput had 
been feued for villas in 1824. “The situation of the Ground, its 
convenience for bathing from its vicinity to the sea, and the fine 
views it commands in every direction are well known.”

The Bell family emigrated to Canada in 1870 and then to the US. 
From time to time they returned, Alexander for his honeymoon and 
shortly before his death in 1922. The late father of my husband, Philip, 
Ronald T Hunter, former Treasurer of Wardie Church, remembered 
him addressing the boys at the Royal High School in 1920 soon after 
he had received the Freedom of the City of Edinburgh.

Bell regarded his main achievement as helping deaf people converse 
in speech and spent the last 30 years of his life setting up schools for 
the deaf across the world. He also helped in the invention of the iron 
lung, the hydrofoil and the flying machine, and funded the National 
Geographic Magazine when it was being set up. But where would 
we be without the telephone?          Marilyn Hunter

Windows Appeal
Our historic sanctuary windows are sadly no longer wind- and 
watertight and are in urgent need of repair to prevent further 
deterioration.

An Appeal for £27,000 to restore the north gallery leaded 
windows has been launched and all contributions will be 
gratefully received. The four lancets are made up of 44 panels 
containing around 1000 panes. You are invited to consider 
sponsoring a pane(s), a panel or even a whole window which 
could be dedicated to a loved one.

Suggested donations are:-
• One pane at £30
• Short row of panes at £120
• Long row of panes at £200
• Small panel at £300
• Large panel at £500

A more detailed leaflet tells you how to increase the value of 
your donation with Gift Aid. 

Cheques can be made payable to Wardie Parish Church and 
sent to the Treasurer, Windows Appeal, Wardie Parish Church, 
29 Primrose Bank Road, EH5 3JE. 

Donations can also be given by bank transfer to Wardie Parish 
Church, Treasurer’s Account, Account Number 00915587, Sort 
Code 80 02 33, marked “Windows Appeal”. 

Look out for details of a fun Silent Auction evening, coming 
soon, and thank you for all your generous support.

Fiona Campbell
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Worship at Wardie, May 2018 

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE for contributions for the June edition (last before the holidays!) of News at Wardie: 
Sunday 13th May.

Please send contributions to Cathy Ballantine at news@wardie.org.uk

Printed by Barr Printers Limited, East Old Dock Building, 6 Dock Place, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6LU

2nd 8.30pm Midweek Communion (open to all!)
6th 10.30am Morning service
9th 8.30pm Midweek Communion 
13th 10.30am  Morning Service in Celebration of our  

Eco-congregation Gold Award
16th 8.30pm Midweek Communion 
20th 10.30am Morning Service on Pentecost Sunday
23rd 8.30pm Midweek Communion
27th 10.30am Morning Service 
30th 8.30pm Midweek Communion

At the Palm Sunday Service four of our Elders – Bunty Lind, Charles 
Johnston (who couldn’t be there and whose certificate is held here 
by Ute) Christine Shepherd and Katy Laidlaw – were recognised 
for 30 years’ service. Bunty, Christine and Katy recall for us their 
experience of Eldership.

I was approached by the minister Tom Thomson to become an 
elder in 1988. At the time I had three young children and did not 
think I could take on the responsibility. However, Bob Brodie, the 
Session Clerk at that time, told me that Wardie needed ‘young’ 
elders! One of the most enjoyable tasks for me was delivering my 
District Communion Cards. Mr Thomson advised that members 
did not want a visit as such, and to choose my time carefully, 
acknowledging that people have busy lives. As well as my other 
elder duties I went onto become involved in Sunday School, The 
Young Woman’s Group (as it was called then), Saturday night Youth 
Group, Thursday Morning Crèche, Sales of Work and the Famous 
Daffodil Coffee Morning. All great fun. I met lovely people and made 
lots of friends, some of which I have to this day.            Bunty Lind

On March 25th I was privileged to receive a certificate celebrating 
30 years of being an elder.  So why did I become an elder in 1987?  
Initially I was very doubtful about my worthiness to be an elder 
but Tom Thomson, as those who know him will testify, could be 
very persuasive. Even after being ordained as an elder I had doubts 
about whether I should have said ‘yes’ to Tom, and in the mid-
1990s I went to see Brian Hilsley because I felt a bit hypocritical 
– my faith was still uncertain – and I thought that, because of those
uncertainties, I was not adequately fulfilling the role to which I had
been ordained.  Brian’s words of wisdom – that as long as I tried to
live by Jesus’ teachings, my doctrinal doubts did not preclude me
from being an elder – persuaded me to continue.  So here I am, 30
years later, still an elder on a faith journey but doing my best to try
to live according to Jesus’ teachings.    Christine Shepherd

I have found as an elder a great privilege to visit people in their own 
homes rather than exchange a few brief sentences on a Sunday 
morning. I’ve learned such a lot by getting to know the people in 
my District and their families through the years – one highlight 
was Ken Borthwick’s 100th birthday party. A remarkable man who 
achieved such a lot in his life – a role model for many. I’ve always 
had a warm welcome when taking round the Communion cards 
and it’s an opportunity to speak about what’s going on at Wardie 
if they aren’t regular attenders, and to find out what has been 
happening in their and their families’ lives.                Katy Laidlaw

Celebrating our Elders

Christian Aid 2018
A Christian Aid coffee morning will be held on Saturday 12th 
May in the Hall of Inverleith St Serf’s Church Centre, Goldenacre, 
10-12am (Please note change of venue from the notice in April
News at Wardie). Tickets, priced £2.50, will be on sale after
church on Sundays 29th April and 6th May.

There will be two further fundraising initiatives for Christian Aid 
2018: 
• A quiz. Copies of this (£1) will be available at coffee  time
• A home baking stall at coffee time, Sunday 13th May

Thanks to all who have agreed to do a street collection this 
year.  We are short of a number of collectors, so if anyone 
is able to spare some time during the week of 14th to 19th 
May, please speak to Christine Shepherd (e-mail 
cmshepherd@blueyonder.co.uk).

Flowers in Church
Easter is only a few days away as I write this. We have 
survived this really difficult winter period and I consider 
myself fortunate to have grabbed a little warmth, sun and light 
in recent days. No! Not in Trinity! On our return lots of little 
tete-a-tete daffodils were sprouting in the garden. Joy! Spring 
has sprung – finally. 

Thanks to those below who have donated time, and/or money, 
to make it possible to have flowers for us each week and at 
other times too. Please let me know if I could be of help to you 
in this regard.                                                      Sheila Mann 

1st April Mary Wilson  
8th April   Phyllis Anderson
15th April Ev McVie 
22nd April Trish Brindle 
6th May Margaret Donaldson 
13th May   Mona Gardiner
20th May Sheila Mann 
27th May   Isla Stalker
10th June Barbara Brodie 
17th June  Jane Johnstone
24th June Karen Bowman

News at Wardie_May18.indd   4 20/04/2018   09:57


