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This year, we celebrate 50 
years since the General 
Assembly voted on 22nd 
May 1968 in favour of the 
ordination of women to 
the Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament in the Church 
of Scotland. Today, around 
30% of ordained ministers in 

the Kirk are women. They serve in diverse contexts 
from parish ministry to hospice chaplaincy, like 
Rev. Suzie Stark, chaplain at St. Columba’s Hospice 
next door and member of Wardie Parish Church.  

This year, we also celebrate 70 years since the 
foundation of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
in Amsterdam. Some argue that it all started here 
in Edinburgh in 1910 at the first World Mission 
Conference. The WCC was founded by 147 member 
churches. Since then, 200 more have joined this 
ecumenical movement towards unity. The Roman 
Catholic Church has observer status. Undoubtedly, 
one of the highlights of the 70-year celebrations 
will be the ecumenical pilgrimage of Pope Francis 
to Geneva, where the WCC is based, on 21st June. 

We have come a long way on the road to unity. We 
don’t ask any longer what other traditions can learn 
from ours, but endeavour to engage in ‘receptive 
ecumenism’. The starting question now is: what 
can we learn from our Christian neighbours? 
Maybe we have become more humble, realising 
that on our own we can achieve little in facing the 
challenges of a world that suffers on so many fronts. 

There is a connection between the ordination of 
women and the ecumenical movement, and it has 
a face. It is the face of the theologian and Church 
of Scotland minister, Ian Fraser. This year, Ian died 
at the age of 100. In 1990, I had the privilege 
of interviewing him. I was doing research into 
ministry belonging to the whole people of God, not 
only those ordained to it. I concluded that ministry 
always belongs in the context of a community 
and needs to be exercised collaboratively. 

When asked recently what difference the ordination 
of women has made to the life of the Kirk, I thought 
of the radical question Ian had asked in a paper, 
which he presented at a WCC conference in 1970. 
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BREAKING NEW GROUND Add a few ordained women to an unreformed 
ordained ministry and how much further forward 
are you? Add a few more laity to existing clerically 
dominated structures, add a few more young people 
to existing senior-dominated structures – and all 
that you have is a face-saving operation.

The point Ian raised is still worth considering today. The 
ordination of women is of significance where it has freed 
others, men and women, to discover that all who have 
been received into the community of Christ through 
baptism have received a call to serve Christ wherever 
they find themselves. 

Every time we ordain new elders, the same principle 
applies. When Kirstine Adams, Robin Black, Dominic 
Byrne, Cathy and Grant Ballantine, Fiona Lane and Rob 
Matthews become new elders, they add richness to the 
great variety of ministries present in the church in their 
specific way and encourage others to do so, too. 

In the words of one of Ian’s hymns

Thus God our spirits lifts 
fresh daring to inspire;
as common folk get gifts to change the world entire…

May we all discover over this summer the groundbreaking 
gifts God gives us to share, 

Ute

Wardie Church

Summer Barbecue and Ceilidh
Saturday, 1st September,

Wardie Church Halls and Garden
5.30–8.30pm

Ceilidh dancing • Barbecue • Children’s games

Adults £4  •  Children £2

Tickets will be available to buy after the 
Sunday services from the end of May or 

from the office.  
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PRAYER CORNER
When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, the first disciples ran 
out into the city to tell everyone about Jesus,
They were filled with Jesus’ power.
They wanted to obey his commands.
There was not a moment to lose.

Father God, you took away the disciples’ fear and made them 
able to speak about Jesus so that everyone could understand.
Thank you that you still give us your Holy Spirit that Christians 
still do your work today,
Lord Jesus, you have so much work to be done.
Let me be reminded of what I can do.
Let me not be silent.
Help me to say, “Here I am, Lord, send me.”
Amen.

Mollie Fowler
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Wardie Walkers
June 13th: Dunkeld  
led by Margaret Robinson

July 11th: Beecraigs Country Park
led by Heather McHaffie

August 8th: Smeaton (East Linton)
led by Brian and Fiona Cooper

All walks meet at 10.00 a.m. at Clark 
Road cycle path entrance for car share.  
Bring a packed lunch if desired.

Can you help with my fundraising?
My name is Emma Matthews, I’m in S6 and a member of Network. 
In October I’m travelling to Nepal for 10 weeks with Raleigh 
International as part of my gap year. Raleigh is a sustainable 

development charity that focuses on working with the global 
community to create a more sustainable future. The community 
work I will be doing focuses on restoration after the devastating 
2015 earthquake, specifically on WASH (water, sanitation and 
hygiene) projects. This will lead to better health, education 
outcomes, income opportunities and reducing gender inequality 
in the community. My target is £3,450 to support the charity’s 
long term work (not my flights!). I’m busy fundraising and working 
to earn money this summer.  I’m making a brief presentation 
in church on 3rd June and selling home baking. I’d be grateful 
for any support. My fundraising site is www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Emma-Matthews27

Church Register
On the Roll
Monica Sutherland by Resolution of the Kirk Session
Frances Macnab by Transference Certificate

Off the Roll by Resolution of the Kirk Session
Alan Hogg

Deaths
23rd April Sinclair Campbell

Wardie Book of Remembrance
The Book of Remembrance will be going to the 
calligrapher, Susie Leiper, over the summer months. 
If you would like to add a name please contact Kate 
Clegg. The cost is £20 for each name.

The pages in the book are turned regularly but it can 
be viewed at any time by contacting Kate or the Church 
Office.

Helpers needed for
the Garden Group

Be involved in planning and eventually planting the 
church garden and some planters. We want a garden 
suitable for community use which is wildlife friendly 
and colourful. Jobs range through light maintenance 
to bush removal, slab realigning, grass cutting and 
fundraising. Join our email list for regular updates 
and news of meetings.
Email: heathermchaffie@hotmail.com for more 
information.
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As we approach our Open Gardens Weekend in June (see 
p.4 for more) Wardie Church celebrated our Gold Eco-
congregation Award with a dialogue about gardening.
David Rae, formerly Director of Horticulture at the Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, who is on the Council of the
Royal Horticultural Society, told us about the benefits of
gardening. He spoke of the satisfaction of working with
growing plants, bringing improved well-being for the
gardeners and the creation of important wildlife areas
through interconnecting gardens. David encouraged us
to grow our own plants from seed or to source them from
local nurseries to reduce the risk of spreading diseases.
He also gave us useful information about how to grow
plants with limited facilities.

Gardening Gold
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SILENT AUCTION
FRIDAY, 15TH JUNE 7.30pm

EDUCATION ROOM, 
ST COLUMBA’S HOSPICE

Tickets £5
including wine and nibbles

Good chat, great fun, exciting bidding! 

In aid of the Windows Appeal

D D D D D D D

Donations of good quality items, offers of services, 
skills or amenities most welcome.

Pennies for Tilda 

Our target has always been £1,000. So far this 
year we have collected almost £400 for Tilda 
Mission Hospital. Please keep collecting over 
the summer months.

Marion Conacher OBE, our former Mission 
Partner at Tilda, is now a resident at The Elms 
Nursing Home, Edinburgh.  

Bernulf Clegg
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Worship at Wardie, Summer 2018 

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE for contributions for the September edition: Sunday 12th August.

Please send contributions to Cathy Ballantine at news@wardie.org.uk

Printed by Barr Printers Limited, East Old Dock Building, 6 Dock Place, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6LU

June
3rd 10.30am Flower Service 
6th 8.30pm Midweek Communion 
10th 10.30am Morning Service in Thanksgiving  

for Trinity Nursery followed by   
Souper Sunday (see below)

13th  No Midweek Communion due to   
Kirk Session meeting

17th 10.30am Network Morning Service with   
Confirmations

20th  8.30pm Midweek Communion
24th     10.30am End of Term Service for the whole  

Church Family with Holy Communion
27th 8.30pm Midweek Communion

July 
No Midweek Communion services during July and August
1st  9.30am Kirk & Breakfast (entrance at the 

Netherby Rd Door)
Short family worship followed by  
Bring and Share Breakfast. 
All are welcome!

10.30am Summer Kirk at Inverleith St. Serf’s 
No 10.30am service at Wardie

8th 9.30am Kirk & Breakfast
10.30am Summer Kirk at Wardie –  

welcoming Inverleith St. Serf’s
15th 9.30am Kirk & Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service
22nd   9.30am Kirk & Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service
29th 9.30am Kirk & Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service

August
5th 9.30am Kirk & Breakfast

10.30am Morning Service
12th 9.30am Last Kirk & Breakfast in 2018
19th 10.30am Morning Service 

Kidz@Wardie resumes
26th 10.30am Morning Service

Sunday June 10th  3.00pm–5.00pm*
35 Lomond Road  See the varieties of vegetable and 
flowering plants flourishing in this narrow L-shaped plot.

13 Lennox Row   Come and see the new planting in this 
courtyard garden while enjoying an ice-cream cone.

1 East Lillypot   An opportunity to view
a recently planted garden full of
flowering plants and a herb garden.
*Please note the 3.00pm start time

Refreshments ..... Plant sale .....
Donations in aid of new planters

Look out for the green balloons!

OPEN GARDENS 
IN TRINITY

Wardie Youth Choir
Wardie Youth Choir meets every Sunday morning during 
term time, from 9.45–10.30, in the New Hall. We sing 
regularly in church and are particularly busy at special 
times of the church year, for example at Christmas. 
We would love to have some new members – anyone 
of school age from P1 onwards would be made very 
welcome. Our new session will start in September 
(date tbc). For any more information please contact the 
Church Office or talk directly to me.      Alison Preston

Saturday June 9th  2.00pm–5.00pm
1 Wardie Avenue  A traditional family garden with lawns 
and colourful flower beds.

6 Granton Road  A garden planted with a variety of 
large, leafy, flowering and herbaceous plants. A rose- and 
clematis-covered pergola.

8a Granton Road  Unusual plants from Chile and a 
wildlife pond are special features of this town garden.

180 Granton Road  A large mature garden with ponds 
and a wide variety of plants and vegetables. 

Souper Sunday
Sunday, 10th June

Come and enjoy a lunch of soup, bread
and fruit in the church hall after the service

on 10th June. EVERYONE welcome for a friendly 
and informal lunch and get-together.
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