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About a year ago, I picked up a 
little book called “Death” by Julian 
Barnes. It is an essay taken from 
his book “Nothing To Be Frightened 
Of”. I was intrigued to find out 
what Barnes thinks about death. 
After all, mortality or endings are a 
recurring theme in his writings. It is 
clear from the beginning that this 

self-confessed atheist turned agnostic is not frightened at 
all by death, or at least not by having a good and close look 
at it.  In no less than 106 pages, 
Barnes thinks about death in 
great detail and freedom. His 
frankness does not stop at the 
question about the beyond of 
death. It’s a possibility which 
might pose a dilemma to 
the philosopher who denies 
the existence of God, Barnes 
explains, if the following would-
you-rather question were put to 
him or her: “Would you rather there was nothing after death, 
and you were proved right, or that there was a wonderful 
surprise, and your professional reputation was destroyed?” 

It is good to talk about 
death in a disarming 
way. Many  hymns do 
so when they refer to 
“the end”, “our end”, 
“till travelling days 
are done”. They put 
our limited life as 
we know it here on 
earth into the context 

of something that breaks through all concepts of time and 
space known to us.  

Around the time I picked up Barnes’ book, the banner group 
started work on a new Communion table cloth and pulpit fall,  
carefully designed by Sue Fraser and lovingly sewn during 
many hours by the members of the banner group with those 
in mind who are faced with death and all who mourn. They  
can be seen for the first time on 21st October at the morning 
service “In Loving Memory”.

www.wardie.org.uk

Looking Beyond Death For the third year, we will hold this special service. We read 
out loud the names of those who have died during the course 
of the last year. We may add in the silence of our heart the 
names of others close to us who have died before then. It is a 
way of paying our respects and to acknowledge that our dead 
continue to be part of our community although in a new and 
different way from before. The separation, at least physically, 
is real. But the Christian faith tells us that it won’t last forever. 

This does not take away the pain we feel now: the loss, the 
sadness, the sense of longing that can overcome us when we 
think of those who have died. But it puts it into the context of 
hope. It encourages us to look forward to the future, the new 
earth, the new heaven, when we shall meet those we love 
again. If you look closely at the work, you will discover words 
of promise from the book of Revelation which have inspired its 
design. You can read more below.

May it give us courage to look beyond death with hope and live 
with renewed confidence,               Ute

What inspired this work?
The inspiration for these two pieces was Revelation 21:1, “And I saw 
a new heaven and a new earth”, 22:1, “and he showed me a pure 
river of water of life, clear as Crystal” and 22:2, “was there the tree of 
life ... and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”

The pulpit fall represents the drama of the water of life, gushing out 
of heaven, everlasting, surrounded by the darkness of death but 
overcoming the grief and sorrow, anger, rage or fear of our human 
emotions, while above the ethereal heavens await, the heavenly host 
and angels just visible behind the veils of heaven. The new earth, just 
piercing the darkness, is represented by the cosmos. In the top half 
is embroidered the words of the 23rd Psalm, so often a comfort to the 
bereaved or dying, promising a heavenly resting place.

The Communion table cloth has the same theme, and again the 
pure river of water of life dominates, with the words of Revelation 
incorporated in the waves. The Tree of Life is represented by the 
branches, the leaves bearing the message that they are for the 
healing of nations. The cosmic rings tell of the new heaven and earth.

The message is one of hope and faith in the future life to come, while 
acknowledging the pain and grief of death for those left behind, and 
all the differing emotions that the bereaved go through.

Sue Fraser, Banner Group
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Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal, 2018
This year Blythswood are celebrating 25 years of 
delivering shoe boxes. Why not join in the celebrations 
and fill a shoe box?

Already this year, two of our loyal supporters have filled 
12 shoe boxes.

This year the boxes will be distributed to Albania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia 
and Ukraine. It is easy to choose gifts for people who 
have so little.

Things that we take for granted, like pens, pencils, 
toothpaste, soap, warm hats and gloves, will seem like 
luxuries to people living in poverty.

Look out for the leaflets, which give all the details of 
what to put in the box. There is also lots of information 
on the website www.shoeboxappeal.org.

You can be sure your gifts will bring so much happiness 
to someone in need this Christmas.

Kate Clegg  

Church Register
Baptisms

2nd September Colin Garner Pope Crombie

Admitted by Profession of Faith

Ross Crombie

Deaths

9th September Charles Johnston

Prayer Corner
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good.     Genesis 1:31.

O God, Creator and Sustainer of all things, we thank you for 
the world in which we live.

For night and day, for dark and light, for summer and winter, 
we thank you for all the changing seasons of the year, 

For the miracle of life that bursts forth from the seeds and 
bulbs we plant and tend and for the beauty of the flowers 
and shrubs and trees that so delight our eyes.

For the peace we find as we work or rest in our gardens,

For the quiet passages of river and stream giving calm and 
peace in a busy world. 

For all the wealth which nature offers to us and for all that 
brings pleasure to our hearts,

We thank you, Father God.

Today we remember that you have set us here to work with 
you as stewards of the earth and not as owners.

You have given us a glorious country, Lord, help us to treat 
it with thankfulness and care.

We would remember in our prayers all those whose lives 
are concerned with growing things, in what has been a very 
difficult year of weather.  

For farmers, market gardeners, those who make and keep 
our parks and public gardens so beautiful. 

Bless them in the work they do.    Amen.

Mollie Fowler
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On 10th October we will have a speaker from the World Mission 
Council who will talk about one of the projects we will be supporting 
this year. This project is to help young, teenaged mothers living 
in poverty in Zambia. As well as being provided with training and 
mentoring, the girls will have the chance to return to school and 
finish their education.

“Wedding Dresses through the Decades” is the title of our meeting 
on 24th October. It will be presented by Winnie Stevenson and 
members are encouraged to bring a photograph which shows 
their wedding dress (or, of course, bring the dress itself!!). 

WARDIE GUILD

Wardie Walkers
 Wednesday, 17th October 
North Berwick to Whitekirk 

Led by Chris and Linda Boston 
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At 2pm on the same day (24th October) we have been invited by 
Northesk Guild to “The Kalimpong Project” with Robin Hamilton.

Advance notice for your diary of our special fundraiser on 7th  
November, called Autumn Leaves, which will be an open 
meeting with Judith Gardner Jones who will give a programme 
of ‘light’ music accompanied by our own Margaret Donaldson. 
Judith is a superb soprano and a highly entertaining performer so 
we are hoping that many members and non-Guild members will 
come to enjoy the morning of music and song.

Wendy Sodergren

Meet Clark Road cycle 
path entrance at 10.00am 
for car share.

Bring suitable clothes 
and shoes and a packed 
lunch and drink.

We can expect to be back 
in Trinity for 4.00pm.

This walk is actually 
stage 1 of the recently 
launched “Forth to Farne 
Way”.

OPEN DOOR at WARDIE PARISH CHURCH
A monthly opportunity for people from the local community 

to meet and enjoy each other’s company,
welcome newcomers to the district,

or keep in touch with old friends.  

Meetings are at 7.30pm, usually in the small hall
and open to all ages and sexes.

Monday 29th October: Pippa Woodcock:
Textiles of the Silk Route

Contact person: Christine Shepherd 

Memory Box Workshop

Wardie Church Pastoral Care Group is 
organising a workshop at which participants 
will create a memory box to celebrate the life

of someone close to them who has died. 

Friday, 26th October 
10.30 – 12.30 

Wardie New Hall

Limited to 12 places, craft material
will be supplied

For those who wish, the memory boxes
can be on display in the Church during

To Absent Friends Week,
1st–7th November.

To register and for more information, 
please contact the Church Office:

churchoffice@wardie.org.uk 
O131 551 3847
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Worship at Wardie, October 2018

Car transport is available for all Sunday services. If you 
require transport, or if you can help with transport, 
please contact cmshepherd@blueyonder.co.uk.

3rd          8.30pm Midweek Communion
7th          10.30am            “Water Justice” Harvest Service for the 

whole church with the uniformed   
organisations

10th        8.30pm Midweek Communion
14th        10.30am             Morning Service (Kidz@Wardie on   

holiday)
17th        8.30pm Midweek Communion
21st        10.30am         Morning Service “In Loving Memory” 

(Kidz@Wardie on holiday)
 3.00-5.00pm       Messy Church

24th        No Midweek Communion due to Kirk Session Meeting
28th        10.30am             Morning Service
31st         8.30pm Midweek Communion

Season of Time
Prayer

Do you have a favourite Bible verse? Or a favourite 
prayer? We are looking for ideas for our new 
Prayer Cards. 

Please hand your ideas into the Church Office or 
email them to janehscott57@gmail.com, by the 
end of October. Thank you.

Remembrance Sunday 2018
This year Remembrance Sunday (11th November) marks 
the centenary of the end of the First World War.

For a service of Different Voices, we would like to invite 
the congregation to share any stories, pieces of writing, or 
memorabilia of the war years which they might have, and 
which would help us to commemorate this significant event.

So, if you've got any letters, diaries, artefacts or bits of family 
history you'd be willing to share in a Remembrance Service, 
please let us know. Contact the Church Office or any member 
of the Worship Group. 

If you have something which you would like us to consider 
including in the service, please try and get it to us before 11th 
October.  

We look forward to hearing from you.

Graeme Trotter, Karen Bowman, Fiona Cooper, Margaret 
Donaldson, Susan Dyer, Kate Goodall, Jane Scott and the 
Minister, Ute Jaeger-Fleming.

“The Armed Man”
on Remembrance Sunday

After a splendid choral contribution on Easter Sunday 
with Haydn’s “Creation”, I hope that these “voices” 
will sing at the Remembrance Service on Sunday 11th 
November. The music is two movements from “The 
Armed Man” by Karl Jenkins. This Mass for Peace is 
particularly poignant for this Sunday as it will be exactly 
100 years since the end of the Great War. 

There will be three rehearsals on Sundays 21st and 28th 
October, and 4th November, from 5 to 6pm in the church, 
and I should be delighted to see as many as possible. 

Any enquiries to Margaret Donaldson on 
margaret.donaldson@hotmail.com

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE for contributions for the November edition of News at Wardie: Sunday 7th October (note early date!).

Please send contributions to Cathy Ballantine at news@wardie.org.uk
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