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THE EVENT:  John 20 vs 1-16 (The Message) 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Welcome to our Holy Week Reflections. 

Each	day	throughout	Holy	Week	the	congregations	of	Dalmeny,	Queensferry	and	
Wardie	Churches	have	been	united	in	their	reflections	of	Jesus	last	week.	

Bob	Gemmell,	Ann	Inglis	and	David	Cameron,	ministers	in	the	congregations,	have	
helpfully	pointed	us	to	some	aspect	of	the	events	of	each	day.	Our	thanks	to	each	of	

	them	and	to	Cathy	Tingle	and	Gillian	Rhodes	for	getting	them	to	us.	
	

 

 Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone was moved away from the entrance. She ran at once to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, breathlessly panting, “They took the Master from the 
tomb. We don’t know where they’ve put him.” 

Peter and the other disciple left immediately for the tomb. They ran, neck and neck. The other 
disciple got to the tomb first, outrunning Peter. Stooping to look in, he saw the pieces of linen cloth 
lying there, but he didn’t go in. Simon Peter arrived after him, entered the tomb, observed the linen 
cloths lying there, and the kerchief used to cover his head not lying with the linen cloths but 
separate, neatly folded by itself. Then the other disciple, the one who had gotten there first, went 
into the tomb, took one look at the evidence, and believed. No one yet knew from the Scripture that 
he had to rise from the dead. The disciples then went back home. 

But Mary stood outside the tomb 
weeping…..she turned away and saw Jesus 
standing there. But she didn’t recognize him. 

Jesus spoke to her, “Woman, why do you 
weep? Who are you looking for?” 

She, thinking that he was the gardener, said, 
“Mister, if you took him, tell me where you put 
him so I can care for him.” 

Jesus said, “Mary.” 
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Lord, in this week as we have followed you from darkness into light we 
rejoice that you do not just want us to be onlookers at some great and 
mysterious event in history – you call us Lord, to become part of the 

adventure and so we say: ‘here I am – let’s go!’ .  Amen 
 

For reflection: 
It’s the moment when Jesus spoke her name that Mary would have no doubt have 
experienced unimaginable relief and then joy! 
 
After travelling alongside Jesus from the inspirational moments when she and so many 
others reflected on his life changing words and actions, through the unjust and unfair 
trial which culminated in her witnessing the very worst the authorities of the day could 
inflict upon him.  

From there through the overwhelming sense of sorrow and grief as from the cross he 
was taken down and laid in a borrowed tomb to this precious and beautiful moment 
when the unthinkable happened – she heard him speak her name again.  

As to the how of such a moment, many a debate has flowed, but for Mary that day 
there was no concern for her about the how of it all, she was just relieved and full of joy 
that he was alive. One of the first things she did was to reach out and hold him. O how 
well we know just how vital that is during our season of separation from loved ones.  

The relief and the joy that Mary experienced that day is something that each and every 
one of us can discover as we listen for his voice and the calling of our names, as we 
reach out to him in our moments of separation, loss and grief. His resurrection from the 
dead is a timeless reminder to us that the life we live has but a comma and not a full 
stop.  

As we follow in his footsteps and dare to respond to his invitation to ‘follow me’, it is 
not just for the journey through this life but it is for the journey into the next, to a place 
described in the scriptures as ‘better by far’! 

May you and yours have a very special and happy Easter                          David Cameron 

 

 


