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THE SEVEN LAST WORDS 

FROM THE CROSS 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Welcome to our Holy Week Reflections. 

Each day during Holy Week the congregations of Dalmeny, Queensferry and Wardie 
Churches are uniting to reflect on the last and most dramatic week in the life of Jesus. 
Each day a reflection on the events associated with that particular day in the week will be 
provided by Bob Gemmell, Ann Inglis and David Cameron, ministers in the congregations.  
Additional material to help us in our reflections has been provided by some of the members 
of Queensferry Church. 

 

At noon each Good Friday local church leaders in our area take a few moments to 
reflect on the 7 last words of Jesus expressed from the cross. These are powerful and 

insightful words which reveal something special about the heart of Jesus, insights 
consistent with his character and purposes. 

 
1.THE COMPASSION OF JESUS 
“Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”  Luke 23:34 
Here we discover the deep rooted love and compassion at the very heart of Jesus. Surrounded by his 
accusers and his aggressors he draws from the very depths of his being something divine in nature: 
forgiveness.  
Such words when uttered by us in the face of our trials, sets free the hold our accusers and aggressors 
have over us and therefore sets each of us free. 
  
2.THE LOVE OF JESUS 
“Dear woman, here is your son.’ And to the disciple: ‘ here is your mother’.”  John 19:25-27   
Even at this late stage in his journey Jesus, moved by the sight of perhaps the two people closest to him in 
life, the “with him right to the end folks”, he, out of his deep love for them both binds them together in a 
very special familial bond. 
Testing times call from us all a focus on that which really matters – who hasn’t of late begun to see their 
love for their families in a new and special light? 
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Lord, even on a day such as this we are 
grateful to you for what you revealed 
of your love – and this from a cross!    

Amen. 
 

3.THE VISION OF JESUS 
“I promise you that today you will be with me in paradise.”  Luke 23:39-43     
Even though he may have felt that his friends may have fled from him, his father abandoned him and his 
oppressors got the better of him – still Jesus holds on to the vision that called him and drove him through 
all his trials and testing times. Paradise was calling, paradise was coming and with his faith unwavering he 
imparts faith to someone else fearful of his future. 
Might you and I hold on to his words of promise as we face our wavering moments about our future. 
 
4.THE SENSE OF ABANDONMENT OF JESUS 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.”  Mark 15:34 
If ever there was a moment that revealed the extent to which Jesus was willing to go in order to secure a 
way for each of us to know the reconciliation with our God it is this moment. He who in days before 
revealed his closeness with the father when he affirmed: ‘I and the father are one’ now experiences the all 
too human experience of abandonment in order that we ultimately might not. Be reconciled to God. 
 
5.THE HUMANITY OF JESUS 
“I thirst.”  John 19:28      
Over the years many have wrestled with questions regarding the divinity and the humanity of Jesus. 
Sometimes the balance fell one way sometimes the other. In this moment on the cross the cry of his voice 
was for water – “I thirst”. A very human cry still sadly heard across our world today. Before we move to 
ponder any philosophical dimension to this let us just recognise the frail humanity of this - our God. 
 
6 .THE FULFILMENT OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS 
“It is finished.”  John 19:30 
From early on in his ministry Jesus had a clear sense of his purpose and calling.  As the days passed those 
who had caught something of his vision began to provoke him to act before his time had come. Time and 
again he would say: ‘My time has not yet come.’ Now, not only had his time come, but, through the 
mystery of his sacrificial death, his purpose for coming had been accomplished – finished – job done!  
We from an earthly perspective only catch a glimpse of this purpose but as we enter into his offer of life 
then as the days pass we discover, bit by bit, the amazing love so revealed and freely offered. 
 
7 .THE TRUSTING HEART OF JESUS 
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  Luke 23:4.  
Trusting God when outwardly everything else seems to have been taken away – even life itself. This is 
what we hear Jesus doing with these closing words and as we know from what emerged some three days 
later – his trust was not misplaced. Throughout our lives we will from time to time place our trust in 
things or people that will, on occasions, seemingly be misplaced. 
May we like Jesus: ‘trust in the lord with all our heart … for he will make our paths straight.’ (Proverbs 
3:5 & 6).  
 
For that, I guess, is why they call the day: ‘GOOD Friday.’ 
           David Cameron  
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