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The event: Luke 22 verses 14-20 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Welcome to our Holy Week Reflections. 

Each day during Holy Week the congregations of Dalmeny, Queensferry and 
Wardie Churches are uniting to reflect on the last and most dramatic week in 
the life of Jesus. 
Each day a reflection on the events associated with that particular day in the 
week will be provided by Bob Gemmell, Ann Inglis and David Cameron, 
ministers in the congregations.  
Additional material to help us in our reflections has been provided by some of 
the members of Queensferry Church. 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  And he said to them, “I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat it again 
until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of God.” 

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.  For I tell 
you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you.”  
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Lord, thank you for inviting us to take 
something so simple, such as bread and 
wine and giving it meaning for all our 

times and seasons.    Amen 

For reflection: 
Having meals with family and friends is something we all enjoy. It might be to celebrate a 
birthday or somebody’s achievements in exams, or it might be a wedding reception – or it 
might be a celebratory meal at Easter. 

Well, not this year. This year it can only be with the people with whom we share a house, and 
for many people it will be a solitary meal like all the other solitary meals of past weeks. And 
without the opportunity to go to Church and celebrate that Christ has risen. 
On Thursday of Holy Week Jesus shared a meal with his disciples. It was Passover. For 
generations Jewish people had celebrated the Passover as a way of recalling their origins as a 
people of slavery whom God had rescued. At the meal the family would recall the story of 
how their ancestors had gone to Egypt in a time of famine, how they had become enslaved by 
the powerful Pharaohs and driven into forced labour. They would hear of Moses, the boy 
rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter and brought up in the court and how he became a spokesman 
for the enslaved people in their plight. Through Moses and his brother Aaron God brought 
plagues on the Egyptians and then planned a great rescue for the Israelites. 

The meal itself told something of the story. The bread which was broken was a reminder of 
the crusts of bread, which was all the slaves got to eat. It was unleavened because, on the 
night when they escaped from slavery, they needed food but there was no time to wait for the 
dough to rise. The sauce in which they dipped the bread was like the clay used to make the 
bricks they had to make. There was a whole lamb at the meal because it was the sprinkled 
blood of a lamb which the Israelites smeared on their lintels to show that this was a Hebrew 
home when the angel of death swept through the land of Egypt. 
This was the meal Jesus shared with his disciples. When he broke the bread he said it was his 
body. He was showing that he would be broken but that would not be a sign that he had 
failed. He would be the one through whom God would achieve his final act of rescue for all 
people and would bring them out of the slavery of past wrongs and disobedience. 

There are four cups of wine at a Passover meal. The third is the cup of blessing and Jesus took 
it and reminded his disciples of the promises God made to the Hebrew slaves and brought to 
fulfilment. He offered thanks not just for those blessings of the past but for the blessings to be 
achieved through him on the cross which would lead to new life.  

This year we can’t meet together to share this meal but we can be assured that whenever we 
share the body and blood of our Lord we share in the new life he made possible and we share 
in fellowship with him and with one another, and in a commitment to follow him through 
whatever circumstances life might present for us.      Ann Inglis 
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