
 

 

 

The event: Matthew 21 verses 12-13  

 MONDAY IN THE TEMPLE 

Welcome to our Holy Week Reflections. 

Each day during Holy Week the congregations of Dalmeny, Queensferry and 
Wardie Churches are uniting to reflect on the last and most dramatic week in the 

life of Jesus. 
Each day a reflection on the events associated with that particular day in the week 
will be provided by Bob Gemmell, Ann Inglis and David Cameron, ministers in the 

congregations. 
Additional material to help us in our reflections has been provided by some of the 

members of Queensferry Church. 

Traditionally, Monday of Holy Week encourages 
us to focus our attention on “the cleansing of the temple”. 

 
“Jesus went into the Temple and drove out all those who were 
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money-
changers and the stools of those who sold pigeons and said to 
them – it is written in the Scriptures that God said – My Temple 
will be called a house of prayer. But you are making it a hideout 
for thieves”. 
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 MONDAY AT THE TEMPLE HOLY WEEK 2020   

 

Lord, Help us to have the courage to exercise a righteous approach to 
injustice and exploitation wherever we encounter it, be it at home or in 

church, community or the world.    Amen 
 

For reflection: 
For me two words, not from the passage, but from my understanding of it, stand out: 
Confrontation and Exploitation. 
 
Our annual Lenten journey offers us the opportunity to reflect on our lives and our faith and 
question our life-style, our attitudes and our priorities. I believe that this passage presents us with 
a number of challenges worth considering. 
 
As Christians, it would seem to me that we tend to fall into three categories when it comes to 
tackling the problem of confrontation. Some of us enjoy the, in your face, direct approach when 
facing and having to deal with questionable practices and behaviour. At the other extreme we can 
become guilty of ignoring such difficult issues and leaving others  to confront them.  In the direct 
action Jesus took in the cleansing of the Temple he offers an alternative solution to the question of 
confrontation. 
 
Did Jesus act in anger? YES. Was that anger justified? I would imagine and the vast majority of 
us would say YES. Did he enjoy the experience? I am sure he wished that his action had not been 
necessary. 
 
But his intervention was necessary. The sanctity of the Temple was being compromised. The poor 
were being exploited. Merchants were ripping them off, charging over the top prices for the cattle, 
sheep and doves which pilgrims required for their sacrificial offerings. Money changers were out 
to profit. Monetary offerings had to be made in a certain currency. Many pilgrims therefore had to 
make use of the money changers and in doing so found themselves being exploited.  Jesus simply 
had no other option than to take the way of confrontation. Not an easy way, nor one I am sure he 
would have chosen. 
 
What form does the challenge take for us today?  Confronting questionable practices and 
behaviour is never easy. But at times it is necessary and the only honest way open to us if we are 
going to maintain our integrity. 
 
 
For me the other challenge is one that comes to us again and again throughout the Gospel. 
Throughout his ministry, our Lord exercised a bias towards the poor. Here he acts with 
anger and frustration at the way the poor were being exploited by the various merchants in 
the Temple courtyards. May we never be afraid to confront any form of exploitation of the 
poor nor to stand up to injustice when and where we meet it.                         Bob Gemmell 
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