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The event: Matthew 21 verses 1-11 (The Message) 

PALM SUNDAY 
Welcome to our Holy Week Reflections. 

Each	day	during	Holy	Week	the	congregations	of	Dalmeny,	Queensferry	and	
Wardie	Churches	are	uniting	to	reflect	on	the	last	and	most	dramatic	week	in	
the	life	of	Jesus.	
Each	day	a	reflection	on	the	events	associated	with	that	particular	day	in	the	
week	will	be	provided	by	Bob	Gemmell,	Ann	Inglis	and	David	Cameron,	
ministers	in	the	congregations.		
Additional	material	to	help	us	in	our	reflections	has	been	provided	by	some	of	
the	members	of	Queensferry	Church.	

When they neared Jerusalem, having arrived at Bethphage 
on Mount Olives, Jesus sent two disciples with these 
instructions: “Go over to the village across from you. You’ll 
find a donkey tethered there, her colt with her. Untie her and 
bring them to me. If anyone asks what you’re doing, say, 
‘The Master needs them!’ He will send them with you.” 

This is the full story of what was sketched earlier by the 
prophet: 

Tell Zion’s daughter: “Look, your king’s on his way, 
 poised and ready, mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a pack animal.” 

The disciples went and did exactly what Jesus told them to 
do. They led the donkey and colt out, laid some of their 
clothes on them, and Jesus mounted. Nearly all the people in 
the crowd threw their garments down on the road, giving him 
a royal welcome. Others cut branches from the trees and 
threw them down as a welcome mat.  

*ruffi{p # t m.

.* t
*

r.

#4 $



2 

PALM SUNDAY HOLY WEEK 2020 

Lord, Help me to trust in your ways even when my expectations are not 
being met and help me Lord to stay strong in my faith with my eyes fixed 

on you, whatever the storm we’re going through.    Amen 

For reflection: 
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Great expectations…He rides on a donkey, on a colt ! 
Jesus didn’t come on a war horse as many were expecting, but rode humbly 
into Jerusalem on a donkey. He didn’t lead an uprising to overthrow the 
Roman powers as many were expecting, but instead came meekly on a pack 
animal, without army or weapons. 

What are our expectations of Jesus?   
Are we looking for him to come and do something dramatic and powerful to 
overcome today’s challenges – what might that be for you? Might it be that we 
perhaps need to alter our expectations of how he is going to overcome such 
challenges then we might just see the manifestation of the Kingdom of Heaven 
here on earth? 

The crowd’s went wild at his arrival – they laid down their cloaks and strew 
Palm branches to pave his way as they would a returning hero. 
The streets joyfully resonated with the praising of Jesus.  Five days later, many 
of these same people were shouting, “Crucify him!”. Our first reaction might 
be to mock their fickleness but have we ever shifted when it comes to our faith 
and following of Jesus from being full on and committed one moment to the 
very opposite the next ? 
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Crowds went ahead and crowds followed, all of them calling out, “Hosanna to David’s 
son!” “Blessed is he who comes in God’s name!” “Hosanna in highest heaven! As he 
made his entrance into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken. Unnerved, people were 
asking, “What’s going on here? Who is this?” 

The parade crowd answered, “This is the prophet Jesus, the one from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 


