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The event:  Luke 23:55-56   (The Living Bible) 

  

HOLY SATURDAY 

Welcome to our Holy Week Reflections. 

Each day during Holy Week the congregations of Dalmeny, Queensferry and 
Wardie Churches are uniting to reflect on the last and most dramatic week in 
the life of Jesus. 
Each day a reflection on the events associated with that particular day in the 
week will be provided by Bob Gemmell, Ann Inglis and David Cameron, 
ministers in the congregations.  
Additional material to help us in our reflections has been provided by some of 
the members of Queensferry Church. 

 

As the body was taken away, the women from Galilee 
followed and saw it carried into the tomb.  Then they 
went home and prepared spices and ointments to 
embalm him; but by the time they were finished it 
was the Sabbath, so they rested all that day as 
required by the Jewish law. 

 

So Joseph took 
the body and 
wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth 
and laid it in his 
own new tomb, 
which he had 
hewn in the 
rock.  

He then rolled a 
great stone to 
the door of the 
tomb and went 
away. 

 

Matthew 27: 59 & 60 
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HOLY SATURDAY HOLY WEEK 2020  

Lord, you lead us from the darkness of your death into the glorious light 
of your resurrection. May we leave the path of sin and death and follow 

you in the way of eternal life. May we leave the darkness of the night and 
rejoice once more in the coming of the new day.  Amen 

 

For reflection: 
The day between Good Friday and Easter Sunday always seems strange to me. Some 
places, including libraries and a small number of shops are closed on Good Friday and also 
on Easter Sunday but they open on the Saturday in between. Holy Saturday has been 
described as “the in-between time.” In some traditions a vigil is held on Saturday night 
with a gradual increase in the lighting level until the glorious light of Easter morning. By 
its very nature it is a dark time because it is night and the world around is dark. But more 
than that, it reflects a dark time in the story of Holy Week. Jesus is in the tomb and tombs 
are dark places. 
For the disciples it was a time of waiting – a dark in-between time. The shock of the 
crucifixion was still very raw. There was, of course, the shock of that horrific death of their 
friend. They felt grief and they also felt guilt. Grief and guilt often go hand in hand. There 
are often feelings of regret by the person left behind that he or she had not been kinder or 
more loving to the deceased. There were strong feelings of guilt on the part of the 
disciples. One of them had betrayed Jesus and, so strong were his guilt feelings, that he 
ended his life. One of them had denied him three times, and some had run away. Did they 
wonder whether, If they had been better disciples would Jesus have still been alive? 
 
On this Sabbath day they must have been reflecting on what had happened and wondering 
what might happen next. They must have thought about what happened in the Upper 
Room at the supper and what happened in the Garden of Gethsemane. They must have 
thought back to times when Jesus told them that he would be put to death but also hinted 
that his death would not be the end and that somehow he would return to them. And, as 
well as those thoughts, they must have been afraid for themselves. They hid themselves 
away hoping that, at least during the hours of Sabbath, they would be safe. 
 
For us too this is an in-between time. We know that Jesus’ death was necessary so that we 
might be saved, and we hope for resurrection life.  
 
We stand between our lives of disobedience to God’s will for us and the promise of 
forgiveness. We stand between the dark side of our humanity and the coming of the light 
of new life. 
Just as it was for the disciples, in the dark of this in-between time, all we can do is wait 
and watch – and trust. 
            Ann Inglis 
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