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The event: John 13 verses 21-30 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Welcome to our Holy Week Reflections. 

Each day during Holy Week the congregations of Dalmeny, Queensferry and 
Wardie Churches are uniting to reflect on the last and most dramatic week in 
the life of Jesus. 
Each day a reflection on the events associated with that particular day in the 
week will be provided by Bob Gemmell, Ann Inglis and David Cameron, 
ministers in the congregations.  
Additional material to help us in our reflections has been provided by some of 
the members of Queensferry Church. 

Wednesday of Holy Week was the day we believe that Judas 
entered into a deal with the religious authorities to betray 
Jesus. As a result the following happened:  

Jesus was deeply troubled and declared openly, “I am  
telling you the truth: one of you is going to betray me”. 
The disciples looked at one another, completely puzzled about 
whom he meant. One of the disciples, the one  
whom Jesus loved, was sitting next to Jesus. Simon Peter  
motioned to him and said, “Ask him whom he is talking about”. So 
that disciple moved closer to Jesus’ side and asked, “Who is it 
Lord?” 
 

Jesus answered,  “I will dip some bread in the sauce and 
give it to him; he is the man”. So he took a piece of bread, dipped it, 
and gave it to Judas. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered 
him. Jesus said to him, 
 “Be quick about what you are doing.” 
 
None of the others at the table understood why Jesus said this to 
him. Since Judas was in charge of the money bag, some of the 
disciples thought that Jesus had told him to go and buy what they 
needed for the festival or to give something to the poor. 
Judas accepted the bread and went out at once. It was night.    
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Lord, as we reflect on the motives and actions of Peter and Judas may we raise 
our eyes and look to Jesus, the one in this story whose motives and actions 
were above all others. Make us, we pray, more like Him.                    Amen 

 

For reflection: 

 

Although the betrayal of Jesus by Judas features centrally in our hearts and minds during 
the days of this particular week, in reality not much is documented either of the Jewish 
authorities’ or of Judas’ involvement in the dark deed. 
 

Basically the authorities wanted to silence Jesus but needed the help of an insider. Judas 
for some reason it would seem had become disillusioned either by Jesus’ message or by, 
as he saw it, our Lord’s lack of action at a political level. A perfect match.  
 

Judas’ insider knowledge of the inner workings and possible location of Jesus and his 
disciples made it possible for the arrest to be carried out at night and at a spot away from 
the city centre and the festival crowds. There is no information that Judas played any 
further significant role in the dark drama leading up to Good Friday. 
 

In one of our Lenten sermons at Wardie, in the general theme of people and events 
central to our Lord’s passion, we looked at the role played by Judas. The two questions we 
focussed on were - Why did Jesus chose Judas and why at the end of the day did Judas 
carry out his act of betrayal?  
Questions that we could do well to reflect on as we journey through this week. 
 

The act of betrayal carried out by Judas is not one with which we easily identify. 
Identification with Peter in his denial of our Lord in the courtyard of the High Priest? Yes, 
I am sure that, in all honesty, when we are being honest with ourselves, we might well 
admit that there is something of Peter in us, in our shying away from difficult situations, 
in the compromises we make when the going gets too embarrassing, too rough. Perhaps 
you can recall occasions when you have been caught out by a conversation, for example at 
work, when to identify yourself as a Christian would have opened the door for ridicule, 
even verbal abuse. Identification with Peter and his act of denial? Yes - we have all been 
there. But identification with Judas in his act of treachery, now that is something else. 
 
Yet, perhaps there are occasions when we are more like Judas than we would care to 
admit. Is it beyond reason to suggest that in the prejudices we hide behind, in our acts of 
retaliation, verbal as well as physical, in our non acceptance of others who do not fit into 
the theological, cultural and behavioural boxes we have created, in our lack of bias 
towards the poor, we are really betraying our Lord? 
 
In John’s account we read that after sharing in the last supper, Judas went out into the 
night. There may be times when we feel that in at least one of the ways I have suggested 
we have betrayed Jesus and we might feel the need to take our shame “out into the night” 
so we can hide. The real test for us is whether we have the courage to come back in. 

Bob Gemmell 
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